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SUBJECT: SERGEY NIKOLAYOVICH KURDAKOV 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
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I_J Secretary to CongressmanSBarl F. Landgrebe 

(R-Ind.), telephonically contacted Inspector Bowers on 8-7-72 and stated the 
Congressman had been requested to sponsor special legislation to provide for 
permanent residence for captioned individual whom she described as a Soviet 
National who was a radio operator on a Soviet ship which he had abandoned and 
swam ashore in Canada in 1971. She said the Congressman had received 
information indicating the FBI has some knowledge of subject and the Congressman 
would like to have the benefit of whatever information we could furnish him for 
his guidance in deciding whether or not to sponsor this special legislation. She 
was advised a check would be made and she would be contacted as soon as possible. 
Our relationship with Congressman Landgrebe has been cordial in the past. 

Washington Field Office under date of 8-8-72 has submitted a 
memorandum and letterhead memorandum concerning subject. This reveals 
subject was interviewed by an Agent of the Washington Field Office on 8-2-72 at 
die request of the' subject, the request having come through John Broger, Director 
of Information, Armed Forces. Broger indicated subject is associated with an 
international Christian organization with which Broger also has some affiliation. 
Subject, during interview, stated he was born 3-1-51 in the Soviet Union and that 
he had jumped from the Soviet trawler "Shturman Yelagin” and swam ashore near 
Vancouver, British Columbia. He said his visit to the United States was under 
the auspices of ’’Underground Evangelism” and that he plans to tour the United 
States to give speeches and meet influential individuals to publicize a forthcoming 
book based on his experiences under communism as contrasted with life in the 
free world. He said his purpose in contacting the FBI was to determine if the FBI 
might restrict his activities in the U. S. He was told the FBI would impose no 
restrictions and that his activities would be subject to the laws of the country as 
any other resident. He asked if the FBI could^ford him protection, saying threats 
had been made against him in Canada ancme was told the FBI provides no protective 
services. He commented he would like to coordinate-hia nhilnsonlisi anri azork ao-a-mci 
communism with an organization like the FBI^^.^X 
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1 - Mr. Miller , • ' 1 - Mr. Bowers 1972 
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' AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 

RE: SERGEY NIKOLAYOVICH KURDAKOV 



This is the only contact the FBI has had with subject. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That be advised the FBI has no information 

concerning captioned individual except that which he has furnished us and that 
she be referred to the Immigration and Naturalization Service which is the 
agency responsible for aliens in this country. 
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ACTING DIRECTOR. FBI 


SAC. WFO 
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SERGEY NIKOLAYOVICH KURDAKOV 

IS - R 

(OOiWFO) 



Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an 
HIM, dated and captioned as above, setting out details of 
interview of captioned subject, on 8 / 2 / 72 . 

• •. LHM is ]claasi#ied=^^^^^ If#cause it relates to 
the activities of a Soviet defector, the disclosure of which 
could cause serious damage to the nation. 


Subject was interviewed by SA 


at the Pentagon, arrangements for which were effected 
through Mr. JOHN BROGER, Director of Information, Armed 
Forces. It is noted that BROGER indicated he has some 
affiliation with the same religious organization as subject, 
and in su ch capacity desired to make subject availab le for 
interview I I 

It is further noted that interview of sub.lect. 
conducted partially in Russian, determined thatf I _ 


] however, he was rurnishea the 


identity office telephone number of the interviewing 
Special Agent to advise of any conjtj^c-ts^ith Soviet or Soviet- 
‘bloc nationals while in the IT, ^ 
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Washington, B. C. 20535 
August 8, ‘1972 


• SERGEY NIKOLAYOVICH KURDAKOV 

INTERNAL SEGURITY-R 

Sergey Nikolayovich Kurdakov was interviewed at 
his request by a Special Agent of the FBI on August 2, 1972. 

Subject related he is a Soviet national, born March 

1, 1951, in Novosibirsk, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics _ 

(USSR), who jumped ship while serving as a radio operator on 
the Soviet trawler "Shturman Yelagin" in 1971 and swam ashore 
' In the area of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. He stated ■ 
his visit to the United States was under the auspices of 
"Underground Evangelism," an international Christian organ- 
•• izatlon -dedicated to the promotion- of Christian philosophy,-. 

and that he would be touring the United States in order to 
■'^giVe 'speebhesy ; -meet with' ■ inf'lueritl-al ••■citizens, -and.-.‘government••• • 
leaders, and publicize a forthcoming book based on his 
experiences under Communism as contrasted with- life in the 
. f re.e „v7orld. ... 

Kurdakov advised his purpose in establishing 
contact with the FBI was to determine if the FBI might restrict 
his activities in the United States in regard to his espousing 
.•of Christian ideals.-- He was. assured that the FBI. would, impose 
*no such restrictions and that his activities would-only be 
subject to the same federal, state and local laws as those of 
any individual in the United States. Subject also inquired 
.if the FBI might afford him protection v/hile in the United 
States, citing the fact that threats had been made against 
him in Canada. He was advised that the FBI does not provide 
protective services to private individuals and that if direct 
or indirect threats are made against his person, he should 
report same to the appropriate local police authorities. 

Subject concluded by saying that he wished to coordinate his 
philosophy and work against Communism in the United States 
with an organization like the FBI. 
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Honorable L. Patrick Gray- 
Acting Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Gray: 

Several individuals have contacted me in behalf of Sergei 
Kourdakov. an escapee from Russia, who desires to become a 
United States citizen. 




/I thought perhaps your office might have a file on this young 
jman and could provide counsel and advice which would assist 
me in determining what steps, if any, I should pursue to be 



With kind regards, I am 








NOW. • • for eyes that see but 
in type this siz e[ 


Persons with limited vision will be grateful to 
have their reading days prolonged while receiving 
inspiration at a time of need. 
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For"the blind, Guideposts continues its popular 
editions in Braille (grade 2) and on Records 
(16-2/3 RPM playable on phonographs equipped 
for either long-playing microgroove or stereo 
records). 

Those two and the new BIG PRINT edition for 
limited vision are reproductions of the entire 
tegular print Guideposts. They are expensive to 
produce but Guideposts makes them available 
considerably BELOW COST: 

BRAILLE Guideposts one-year subscription $3.00 
TALKING Guideposts one-year subscription $5.00 
BIG PRINT Guideposts one-yearsubscription $5.00 
• Regular size print edition is $3 per vear) 
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1. Name the edition required and enclose the 
amount shown above. 

2. If the subscription is a GIFT, please give name 
and address of both recipient and donor. 

3. Please indicate whether the subscription is new 
or a renewal. 

4. Please state whether the recipient is blind or 
has limited vision. 

GUIDEPOSTS, CARMEL, NEW YORK 10512 


Please enclose above 
stencil impression with 
all requests. Allow 6 
weeks for address 
change. 


GUIDEPOSTS, CARMEL, N. Y. 10512 
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b* inspirational personal experiences, how men and women from all walks 
of life have found strength, courage and hope through their belief in God. 
Its goal: to point the way to deeper faith, more creative living. 
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warm safe ship into a stormy ocean 

thousands of miles from home? 

Freedom? I had material free¬ 
dom in the motherland, Russia, 
where at 19 V was attending a 
Soviet naval academy. Future? As 
secretary of the Communist Youth 
League, my success was assured. - 

What was it then that made me 
want to escape? Could it >be that 
strange light in the eyes of the old 
woman P had been about to strike 
that awful night so many months 
ago? I trembled as I again saw her 
quiet upturned face. Then gripping 
the ship's cold rail, I prepared to 
vault over it, into the dark churning 
waters below. 

One thing I knew: No family 
would grieve for me. My father, an 
NKVD officer under Stalin, had 
been shot when Khrushchev took 
over. My mother died a few months 
later. I was then age four and be¬ 
came a child of the state in an 
orphanage near Novosibirsk in 
western Siberia. 

Nursed on Marxism, my religion 
was communism. Our savior? 
Lenin. Three times I lined up in 
Red Square to pay homage to his 


mummified body. 

After entering the naval academy 
near Vladivostok, I became a cham¬ 
pion swimmer, weight lifter, and 
an expert at beating up people who 
held illegal meetings. 

These people, who called them¬ 
selves Christians, were tolerated by 
the government if they held their 
meetings under state supervision. 
But they had this strange habit of 
secretly gathering in homes, barns, 
even out in the forest. 

And, of course, through police 
intelligence we always knew where 
they would gather. 

A number of us big fellows at the 
naval school were paid by the local 
police as "volunteers" to break up 
these meetings. Thus the action 
was not "official" but "of the peo¬ 
ple." 

And it was fun. When alerted to 
a "secret" meeting, we'd get to¬ 
gether, laughing and joking. We'd 
each down a liter of vodka, pick 

Only one year ago , young Sergei 
Kourdakov (left) was a Soviet naval 
cadet training aboard a Russian vessel. 
Limited in English, Sergei was helped 
with his story by Richard Schneider. 





























up heavy police truncheons and 
head for the gathering. 

After breaking through the door, 
we'd grab the Bibles and hand¬ 
written hymnals and rip them up. 
Any cry of protest was our excuse 
to wade into the people with 
truncheons flying. After all, they 
had broken the law and were ene¬ 
mies of the state. 

The police told us, "Faith will 
fly out of their heads when they 
see vour stick." 

But I never forgot Natasha, a 
blue-eyed blonde of about 18 with 
long flowing hair. We found her in 
a^l^rship meeting in the little 
tUfof Petropavlovsk. One of our 
group, Viktor, was a giant whose 
arms seemed the girth of telephone 
poles. He picked up Natasha by 
her hair and threw her out the 
door. 

* It would have been nicer to 
have been friends with her," he 
laughed. 

A week later on nearby Nagor- 
naia Street we made another raid. 
And there she was! We beat her 
so hard with truncheons that we 
boasted, "'She won't be able to 
sit down for a week!" 

Three days later we found her 
again at another meeting. We just 
ignored her. What can you do with 
someone like that? 

^^ter the raids, we'd haul the 
l^pture to the police station 
where we'd burn it in a potbelly 
stove. 

I don't know what made me do 
it. Perhaps it was remembering 
Natasha and wondering what it 
was that made these people so 
stubborn. As I shoved the litera¬ 
ture into the stove, I slipped a 


booklet into my pocket. 

Later I read it in a quiet corner 
at school. It was a hand-written 
copy of the Gospel of Luke. In it 
I read about a young man who'd 
turned on his father, and ran off to 
a far country where he squandered 
himself. Yet, when he crawled 
home, his father welcomed and 
kissed him! 

As 1 read on, I was flooded with 
a strange emotion-part disbelief 
but mingled with it, a fascination 
with what this book called love. 
Something within me was touched 
and I trembled. I sensed this wasn't 
a human philosophy but something 
far greater. I felt like a man who'd 
spent all his days in a cave and had 
finally staggered out to see the sun 
for the first time. I compared the 
love this God had for us with the 
coldness and materialism in which 
I'd been living. 

1 tore the book into shreds. 

On our next raid I followed 
through mechanically. As I raised 
my truncheon at an old woman, 
she said something. I hesitated and 
heard her praying: "Oh, Lord, save 
this young man." Someone or 
something held my arm and I spun 
around; there was no one there! 

I dropped the club and left the 
melee in a daze, remembering 
nothing until I was five kilometers 
away. I went to the police director 
and told him l was through with 
the activist group. 

He didn't say much. But three 
days later 1 was called before a 
Party meeting for unseemly be¬ 
havior. They dressed me down but 
let me off lightly since I was secre¬ 
tary of one of the largest Commu¬ 
nist youth groups in Siberia. They 
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said 1 was young and would "re¬ 
think." 

I rethought all right. And the 
more I thought, the more disillu¬ 
sioned I became. Here, innocent 
people were being persecuted only 
because they believed in some¬ 
thing that Marxism could never 
offer. As I looked around with new 
eyes, 1 began to see that what our 
leaders promised and what was re¬ 
ality never seemed to match. It 
was a repressive system, and de¬ 
spite the lofty ideals of the revolu¬ 
tion, it didn't practice what it 
talked. 

1 felt I could no longer exist 
under these conditions and made 
my decision to leave. I studied dif¬ 
ferent escape routes. Swim under 
the Tisza River from the Ukraine 
to Hungary? Cross the mountains 
at the Turkish border? None of¬ 
fered much hope. 

Then I thought of the govern¬ 
ment trawler fleet. At school I'd 
achieved the rank of lieutenant. 
Thus I was able to arrange a six 
months' work experience for me as 
a radio operator on a trawler. 


Sergei shows spot near 
British Columbia 
where he made his 
daring jump from a 
Russian fishing ship. 


On a cold misty April morning 
I stood at the rail of the USSR 
Kofivajn as our fishing fleet filed 
out of Petropavlovsk harbor. For 
six months we harvested the Pa¬ 
cific, from the Bering Sea to Hawaii 
to California. One night off Los 
Angeles I thought seriously of leav¬ 
ing the ship, but the news about 
the Lithuanian sailor who'd jumped 
a Soviet ship only to be returned 
by the American Coast Guard had 
been effectively drummed into us. 

As we moved north into Cana¬ 
dian waters, a tremendous storm 
began to lash our fleet. We radioed 
Canadian authorities and received 
permission to shelter in the lee of 
the Queen Charlotte Islands off the 
coast of British Columbia. 

It was 9:45 Friday night, Septem¬ 
ber 3, 1971, when I closed the 
radio-room door behind me for 
the last time. Through the mist I 
could make out the outline of 
mountains on the horizon. I esti¬ 
mated the shore at three miles 
away. I was alone on deck. This 
was the time. 

1 swung over the rail and dived 







into the blackness. Confident in my 
swimming ability, I wore no life 
jacket; its bulk would only slow 
me down. In the cold foaming 
waters I cut off my sweater and 
slashed off my pants legs with a 
knife lashed to my wrist. Then, 
sinking into the quiet deep below 
the waves, I pulled off my boots. 

After struggling to the roaring 
surface, I struck out toward what 
I thought was shore. It was fright¬ 
ening. I would climb one soaring 
crest only to be buried by another 
crashing on me. After two hours, 
shape loomed above me. 

I made out what it was, I 
became sick with shock, it was my 


ship! I had been swimming in a 
circle. 

My first thought was to give my¬ 
self up. I couldn't go on any longer. 
But at that moment, the clouds 
broke, the night sky lightened and 
1 could see the whole line of our 
trawlers, their bows all pointed 
toward shore. 

Now 1 knew where to head. 

I struck out again. But after two 
more hours of fighting waves, I 
weakened and started cramping. 
As I choked and gasped, my arms 
became leaden and I began to sink 
into the dark depths. I would 
drown now. 

I did not turn to Karl Marx. 
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Instead, as the water closed over 
my head, I realized there was an¬ 
other world beyond this one, a 
world divided between heaven and 
hell. Something from deep within 
me cried out: "God... if You 
really are ... if You do exist... and 
1 feel sure You do ... when my 
body drowns, take my soul into 
paradise with You." 

As I relinquished myself 1 to Him, 
something happened within me. 
New strength, new courage flowed 
into my heart. I did not feel alone 
anymore. I struggled upward, 
broke water, and began swimming 
again, using the same powerful 
stroke that earned me a school 


The surging power of the Holy 
Spirit is touching the lives of many 
like Sergei Kourdakov in countries 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

It pierces this Curtain in strangely 
protected ways through smug¬ 
gled Bibles and tracts plus radio 
programs. And its fire is spread 
through Christian fellowship 
groups that even meet in moving 
autos which cannot be bugged. 

And it speaks through surprising 
voices. World-famed Russian nov¬ 
elist Alexander Solzhenitsyn wrote 
a "Lenten letter" last spring which 
described the Russian Orthodox 
Church as "a church dictatorially 
directed by atheists." Thus he be¬ 
came the first Soviet citizen of 
international stature to openly de¬ 
mand religious freedom for Rus¬ 
sia's estimated 60 million Orthodox 
Christians. 

Solzhenitsyn dreams of building 


swimming award. 

After a while a new sound grew 
in intensity, the crashing of giant 
breakers. As I looked up, jagged 
rocks awaited me. But a wave car¬ 
ried me into an inlet where I tum¬ 
bled onto the shore. 

It was about six o'clock in the 
morning and the sun was coming 
up over a new land before me. As 
its rays began to warm me, I gave 
thanks to Him Who brought me 
here. 

And you, Babushka Grandmother 
—you who prayed for me as I was 
about to strike you—I think of you 
often, as I do all the other brave 
Christians who serve God in 


a church in Russia with the $79,000 
Nobel Prize award he earned in 
1970. To date, Soviet authorities 
have refused to allow him to re¬ 
ceive the money while at the same 
time his writings remain banned. 

Yet where Christianity is sup¬ 
pressed, it seems to burn the hotter 
as it did nearly 2,000 years ago in 
the catacombs and arenas. Declar¬ 
ing that religious belief is "a dan¬ 
gerously reactionary outlook on 
life," Communist propaganda to¬ 
day is aimed at Russian youth "un¬ 
touched by this relic from the 
past." Yet, these young people can 
be found at Christian underground 
meetings such as those attended by 
the teen-ager Natasha whose de¬ 
fiant reappearances, despite beat¬ 
ings, made Sergei Kourdakov won¬ 
der "what it was that made these 
people so stubborn." 

Guideposts first learned about 
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my motherland. Now I know why 
you do what you do. And 1 pray 
that He continues to sustain you. 
For if your prayers can touch a per¬ 
son like me. then surely vou will 
bring many others to the Lord Jesus 
Christ in Whom I know that my 
motherland will find freedom, true 
freedom at last. 

Editor's note: After his first land¬ 
ing, Sergei spent manv hours try¬ 
ing to find civilization, during 
which he climbed a high cliff, fell 
and was gashed by rocks, then 
»am two miles across a bay to 


(Continued from page y) 

Kourdakov from Earl Poysti, di¬ 
rector of the Russian Radio Minis¬ 
try of the Pocket Testament League. 
Poysti, Russian-born, but now a 
U.S citizen, produces radio pro¬ 
grams which beam the Gospel 
through the Iron Curtain via high- 
powered transmitters. Through his 
work, he has developed many con¬ 
tacts with Soviet Christians. 

One of these is Aida Skripnikova 
whose Guideposts story in July, 
1970, told of her courageous stand 
for Jesus Christ and her protest 
against the oppression of Chris- 
“ ns. On April 12,1968, at the age 
25, she was imprisoned in a con¬ 
centration camp outside of Mos¬ 
cow. When she formed a prayer 
group in prison, she was placed 
for a time in solitary confinement. 

Where is Aida now? 

From Earl Poysti we learned that 
she was released on April 12, 1971, 
and is now living in the Russian 
city of Ivanovo. Did the ordeal 
8 


the town of Tasu where he col¬ 
lapsed unconscious on the beach. 
He w'as found, just as the tide was 
coming in, by a girl who usually 
didn't walk this way "Except some¬ 
thing told me to take this path that 
morning." After hospitalization 
and a month's internment by the 
Canadian government, he moved 
to Toronto's Russian community 
where he was baptized in the First 
Ukrainian Pentecostal church. He 
has already been active in Christian 
work there, including participation 
in a radio ministry to his former 
homeland. 


diminish her faith? 

"On the contrary," reports Poy¬ 
sti, "she emerged from prison with 
her faith stronger than ever." She 
sends her gratitude to all of those 
who "cared and prayed for us" and 
asks continued prayers "for us all." 

While in prison, Aida, an artist as 
well as a poet, would have hand- 
drawn greeting cards sent out Each 
carried a message of encourage¬ 
ment for her friends. Her Easter 
1970 greeting was emblazoned 
with a bouquet of flowers sur¬ 
rounded by a barbed-wire barrier. 
Written on the card was her answer 
to captivity: 

No, / am not sorry about what was. 
And that what is , my spirit does 
not fear. 

The love of Christ has blessed me 
on this path 

And on this path is such a power 
Which all the world cannot destroy. 

Aida 
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The Brennans at home in-Moore Park/California. * 

■ - " ? - , «* _ 


My wife Ruth and I have always 
had chickens around our place, 
and a long time ago I learned 
something important about them. 
If you help the chick out of its 
shell when it's hatching, it's going 
to be too weak to survive. It's the 
struggle that develops its muscles. 

1 believe it's the same way with 
us humans: It's the struggles in our 
lives that develop strength. Not 
just the muscle-strength that chick¬ 
ens need, but the things that make 
human life strong. Gratitude and 
perseverance and faith in God. 


It's why I'm glad, looking back, 
that I didn't know any big shots in 
Hollywood when I came out here 
after World War I. No one to open 
doors. No one to crack that shell 
for me. I got into pictures the hard 
way—as an'extra. Year in, year out 
I hung around the studios, made 
the rounds of casting agencies, 
waited for the call-backs that never 
came. 

1 don't mean it wasn't painful 
while I was going through it— 
struggle generally is. A good many 
times during those years, Ruth fed 
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lionoraoxe .Jennings Randolph 
. Uni tad States Senate 

Washington, D. C- 20510 

Dear Donator Randolph: 


s' 


cowtwmed 


-Since the Immigration and Naturalisation Service 
is the agency responsible for aliens in this country, I an 
rorwarding a copy of your September 15th communication and 
of this reply to the Commissioner of that agency for what- 
ever assistance he can give you. yp 


MAILED 20 


Sincerely yours, 

Ii. Patrick Gray III 



I FBf j L. Patrick Cray, III 

Acting Director Q>^— 

1 - Pittsburgh - Enclosure 

1 - Administrative Review Unit - Enclosure (detached) 

NOTE: Senator Randolph is on the Special Correspondents List-. /& 
Bufiles indicate Kourdakov was interviewed by an Agent of the \£ 
Washington Field Office per his request. He advised that his 
visit to the U. S. was under the auspices of ’’Underground Evan¬ 
gelism" and that he plans to tour the United States to give 
speeches and meet influential individuals to publicize a forth¬ 
coming book based on his experiences under communism as contrasted 
with life in the free world. He said his;purpose in contacting 
the FBI was to determine if the FBI might restrict his activities 
in the U. S.. He was fold the FBI would impose no restrictions and 
that his activities would be subject to the laws of the country as 
any other resident. He asked if the FBI could afford him i 
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Honorable Jennings ’Randolph 


'107E COTRI-iUL'D: protection r saying threats had boon rade 
against bin in Canada and he was told the Fax provides no 
protective services. He ccraonted he would like to coordinate 
his philosophy and work against connunisw, with an organization 
like the FBI.' 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No . 




LASSJfJCATICW MTFEBRTTY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI ATJTDVATI;: ‘EEC LAS SI FI CAT I OH' C-UICE 
.TE 10-17-2014 by: J75J6J5T€i 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington,, D. ( C. 20535 

JNFORMATlO^OOyrW^ 

^ ^ HFB 

Cl 



SCiiFlEO 


EXCEK 


- SERGEI KOURDAKOV 
[INTERNAL SECURITY. - RUSSIAN ] 


WISE 


On September 19, 1972, a confidential source, 
•fjj who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
advised as follows: 


Sergei Kburdakov, bom March 1, 1951, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), a former Soviet seaman 
who "jumped ship" in Canada in September, 1971, and who 
was granted political asylum in Canada, is presently 
attempting to obtain permanent residence in the United 
States. Since living in Canada, KourdakoWhas become 
connected with a Christian sect known as ^^Underground 
Evangelism" and has been giving talks in Canada and in 
the United States, espousing Christianity. In his talks, 
subject describes himself as one who, while living in the 
USSR, went around combating Christianity, citing, as an 
example, that on one occasion he publicly berated an old 
lady for having in her possession a small cross. Kourdakov 
(Ujclaims to have a tenth grade education^'' 


Kburdakov has enlisted the aid of Representative 
Earl F. Landgrebe, Indiana, in his efforts to obtain 
[fj'i permanent residence status in the United States. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROtl: 
r FBI AUTOMATIC DECLAS SIF11A TI ON GUIDE 
’ DATE 10-17-2014 by: J76JfiSTfii 
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ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI ALL INFORMATION C0NTAfM£QP ATE: 9/27/72, 

HBRiiN IS UtfQWSSfFIED 
EXCEFT 
GTi 


SAC, WFO 


subject: 


SERGEI KOURDAKOV 

e s -sx* 




CAM 


V 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above. 


The sou rce is 


informal--inn to 


t 


SA 
who is 


who furnished the 
_ Source advised t hat 


brought this matter to 

S' attention recently, and showed source background 



SCUrCe 1 

information on subject, none of which was derogatory. 

Source learned that subject, who has permanent residence 
in Canada, has been visiting the United States in connectioi 
with the Christian Sect, "Underground Evang elism". giving 


talks on Christianity. Source advised that[_| had 

checked the "Toronto Globe Mail" newspaper in Toronto, 
Canada, concerning subject and had found no derogatsyy 
information. 


'LLj 

LU 

03 

03 


O 




Source learned from 


that Representative 
LANDGREBE is a very devout Christian who during a recent 
Visit to the USSR, fell into disfavor with Soviet authorities 
for handing out religious phamplets. Representative 
^LANDGREBE is preparing a bill which would give subject 
permanent residence status. 
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Above being furnished for ^he information of the 
Bureau. UACB, WFO intends no further action in this 
matter. 
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RUNNING SPRINGS. CALIF. (UPI) — A FORMER RUSSIAN SAILOR MO ^ 

jumped fro:? his ship and suae? to Canada to escape communism in is>71 

ms FOUND DEAD IN A RENTED MOUNTAIN CABIN MONDAY, A BULLET SOU!ID IN 
HI S KF t D• 

~ ^AN BERNARDINO COUNTY SHERIFF T S DEPUTIES SAID THE DEATH OF SERF El 
Ma-JLQU.RDAKOV, 21, MAY HAVE BEEN A SUICIDE AND THAT FOUL PLAY NAS 
RULED OUT. ”' 

A YOUNG AMERICAN HOMAN., MO HAD RENTED .THE CABIN 57ITH HOURDAXOV 
FOP. THE NEI'J YEAR * S HOLIDAY. REPORTED THE DEATH, SHE WAS NOT HELD. 

K0URDAKQ7 DREW HIDE PUBLICITY IN SEPTEMBER, 1971, MEN HE LEAPED 
FROM A RUSSIAN TRAILER DURING A STORM AND SUAM TO THE COAST OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

HE UAS GIVEN IMMIGRANT STATUS IN CANADA SOON AFTER HIS DEFECTION , 
AND HAS GRANTED A TEMPORARY VISA TO TRAVEL IN THE UNITED STATES. A 
UPI 01-02 04.52 AEo ,-- 7 
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CODE 




TELETYPE 


SAC, LOS ANGELES 


r TOM ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 
SE&GEI tsourdakov 


J 


IS - R 


NITEL 

1/2/73 


REBUTELCAL 1/1/73 CONCERNING DEATH OF ABOVE CAPTIONED SUBJECT. 
SUBMIT BY AIRTEL A LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM (LHM) SETTING FORTH 
INFORMATION FURNISHED TO YOUR OFFICE BY SAN BERNARDINO SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE FOR PURPOSES OF DISSEMINATION. ALSO INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVE 

NUMBER OF ITEMS FROM LOCAL PRESS. 

JPLnaas ro 
<4) 
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NOTE: 


Subject was a 21 year old Soviet Seaman who defected in 
Canada in 1971 by jumping ship and swimming ashore. He claimed 
conversion to Evangelism and was attempting to obtain American 
citizenship. He hilled himself on 12/31/72 by accidental' 
shooting. LHM desired in order to respond to requests of IDC 
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5-1 l3a (9-29-65) 


All INFORMATION CONTAINED } fa 

Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


d«,. _ 1/3/73 

Attached relates to Sergei Nikolay 
Kourdakov, Soviet trawler seaman who 
defected to Canada during 1971 by jumping 
ship. He subsequently entered the U.S. 
Kourdakov killed himself in what appears 
to be an accident/al discharge of revolver 
while demonstrating safe condition of 

weapon to |_ | at Running Springs, 

California, motel during early morning 
1/1/73. At time of death Kourdakov was 
writing a manuscript in Russian which is 
now in custody of San Bernardino County 
Coroner's Office. Subject of manuscript 
. not known ., however, we' will obtain a copy, 

_| Coroner and Public Administrator 

San Bernardino, advised that Soviets have 
legal right to body and effects inasmuch 
as Ko urdakov has no relatives outside the 

USSR. _has contacted local State 

Department Office at Los Angeles regarding 
Kourdakov* s effects and plans to contact 
Senator Strom SiSMara-fR-SC)-in effort to 
resolve this question 

ACTION : None, For information. We are 
closely following this matter with our 
Los Angeles Office. 
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-V NR 028 LA CODE 
(djllillfrftt MITEL 1-2-73 RWM 
JPO JACTING DIRECTOR 
FROM LOS ANGELES 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION! 
COMMUNICATIONS. SECTION 

JAN 081973 $^ 
TELEtV™'. 


<ferzr O \__—' ' 

SERGi£ NIKOLAY KOURDAKOVTTs - R, 00: LOS ANGELES. 


Mr* £>dkfc z - 

^ it. CaliaKttn - 

Mt. Cleveland 
Mf» Conrad — 
Mr. Dalbey — 
Mr. Gobi ardt - 
Mr. Jenbsnc — 


Mr. Furvis ——. 
Mr. Soyaxs 
Mr. Walters — 
Telo. Boom — 

Mr. Kinley- 

Mr. Armstrong 
Ms. He.’tvng — 
Mil. ftaoncm —. 


ON 1/1/73 AND 1/2/73, DETECTIVE|_ \ SAN BERNARDINO 

COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE ADVISED THAT SUBJECT APPARENTLY SHOT 

AV 

HIMSELF ACCIDENTLY WITH A .38 CALIBER FIVE SHOT SMITH AND 
WESSON REVOLVER AT APPROXIMATELY 12:15 A.M., 1/1/73. SUBJECT 

AND_ AGE □ WERE SPENDING 

THE NIGHT AT THE GIANT OAKS MOTEL, RUNNING SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA. 

DETECTIVE l I STATED SUBJECT TOLD_ 

[ that HE FEARED FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY AND WANTED A 
REVOLVER. |THEN FURNISHED THE ABOVE MENTIONED 


b6 

b7C 



REVOLVER, (SERIAL NUMBER 482900). 

ON SAME DATE, 12/31/72, SUBJ]|CT^ WAS- 2 ^ 
HOW THE REVOLVER WORKED. HE PLACED FOUR* 7- ^ 


CHAMBER AND LEFT ONE CHAMBER EMPTY. HE PLACED THE EMPTY". ’ JAM " 







PAGE TWO 

IT WAS SAFE IN THAT POSITION. 

AFTER EATING AND HAVING A FEW DRINKS THEY RETURNED TO 
HER MOTEL ROOM. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, SUBJECT, WHO WAS VERY 
HAPPY AND SMILING, PICKED UP THE REVOLVER, POINTED IT TO HIS 
HEAD AND PULLED THE TRIGGER. 

THE BULLET ENTERED THE RIGHT SIDE OF HIS HEAD AND EXITED 
ABOUT FOUR INCHES ABOVE ITS ENTRY POINT. 




STATED SUBJECT HAD BEEN STAYING WITH 


AT 

r 



, CERRITOS, CALIFORNIA. HE 


STATED THAT INVESTIGATION TO DATE, GIVES NO INDICATION THAT 
SUBJECT’S DEATH WAS OTHER THAN ACCIDENTAL. HE ADVISED THAT 
A TOXOLOGY REPORT IS NOT AVAILABLE YET FROM THE CORONERS’ 

OFFICE, HOWEVER AN EMPTY BOTTLE OF CHAMPA^GN^AND ANOTHER 
BOTTLE WHICH WAS EMPTY AS WELL AS AN EMPTY SIX PACK OF 
BEER WAS FOUND IN THE ROOM. 

SUBJECT HAD IN HIS POSSESSION CANADIAN IDENTIFICATION 
CARD NC54380 IN THE NAME OF SERGIE NIKOLAY KOUDAKOV AND A 
CHECK BOOK ON BANK OF CALIFORNIA IN THE NAME OF SERGIE KOURDAKOV, 
OF APPROXIMATELY $1,000. 

SUBJECT WAS BORN 3/1/51 IN NOZOSIBIRSK, USSR, AND 
WAS DESCRIBED AS 6’1", 220, BROWN HAIR AND BROWN EYES. 

END PAGE TWO 






PAGE THREE 

| | ADVISED THAT AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH SUBJECT 

WAS WRITING A MANUSCRIPT IN RUSSIAN OF CONSIDERABLE LENGTH 
AND IT IS CURRENTLY IN CUSTODY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY CORONER’S OFFICE. THE MATTER OF THIS MANUSCRIPT 
HAS NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED HOWEVER, |~ [ INDICATED IT 
MAY HAVE BEEN A SECOND BOOK INTENDED FOR PUBLICATION BY 
HIS SPONSOR, THE UNDERGROUND EVANGELIST GROUP OF GLENDALE, 
CALIFORNIA, FOR WHOM HE HAS BEEN ON A LECTURE TOUR. 




STATED THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE PRESS INTEREST 


IN SUBJECT’S DEATH. THE SAN BERNARDINO SO HAS REQUESTED 


FURTHER BACKGRC 

>UND DATA RE SUBJECT FROM 




IN VIEW OF 





CORONER AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, SAN BERNARDINO 


COUNTY, INDICATED ON 1/2/73, THAT HE DID NOT PLAN AN INQUEST 
BUT STATED THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME THE SOVIETS HAVE A LEGAL 
RIGHT TO SUBJECT’S BODY AND EFFECTS SINCE THERE ARE NO KNOWN 

HAS MADE INQUIRY OF 


RELATIVES OF HIS OUTSIDE THE USSR. 


THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICE IN LOS ANGELES RE STATUS OF 
SUBJECT’S EFFECTS, AND HAD INDICATED HE PLANNED TO CALL 
SENATOR STROM THURMAN IN EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE STATUS OF 
SUBJECT’S EFFECTS. 


END PAGE THREE 
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Dies, Defected 
ToWeStin^fl 

RUNNINGiSPRI^G^alif., 
Jan,. t 

kov, i; fbriner^S6vi^suBma?' 
fine officer and Soviet youth 
leader, who; defected to the 
Western worlds m 1971* was 
founddead:tdday^an apparent 
suicide,iauthorities sdid.. * '' 

Sian Bernardinp ;Gounty f 
sheriffSr Officers said they re^ 
ceived; a report froin ail uni- ; 
dentified; woman ‘ Who*, said* ; 
Kdiirdako^: ^ly hM sh^^ini^ 
selfJiii the, head r fchief ^Deputy 
Coroner „A. F. Payne said 
Kourdakovwasfoundatamo 
tel inthisv ski ; : r esortarea; 

Kdurdakqy gained World at- 
tentionwhenheleapedfroma 


Columbia^on Sept. 3; 1971. He 
* braved- the; storm toyswiin to. 
.the' coast; in‘ iap ordeal that 
1 lasted id hours. 
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RUSSIAK-AKERICAN ACTIVITIES 
IN THE U.S. 

IS - R 
(00: WO) 
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Q Tic \’IFO letter to the Bureau. 9 /27/72. under caption 
"SERGEI KOURDAKOV, IS-R I \ n . 

For the information, of the Bureau and Los Angelos 
Office, referenced communication revealed that SERGEI KOURDAKOV, 
who had defected from the USSR by "Jumping ship" in September, 
1971, was traveling through the U.S. giving talks on Christianity 
and against Communism. Represent ative EARL F. LANDGREVE, Indiana 
had been preparing a bill giving KOURDAKOV permanent resident 
status in, U.S. 

On 1/2/73, an AP article appeared in the "Washington 
Post" indicating that KOURDAKOV had committed suicide on 
1/1/73, in Running Springs, California. 

Subsequent reaction among the Russian emigres in 
WDC area has been strong* (KOURDAKOV had spent two weeks in 
TWO in early December, 1972, had spoken with many emigre groups 
concerning his "salvation” from Communism and his conversion 
to Christianity.) 
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ORIGINAL FILED Iff 













Therefore, in view of the previous interest of 
Congressman LARDGREVE in the KOURDAKOV case, and of the present 
aetion of the emigres in moving for further investigation into 
this matter, it would appear that official inquiries might 
be forthcoming to the Bureau from the office of Congressman 
LA1IDGREVE or from other representatives of Government. 

LEADS 

LOS ANGELES 

AT SA1? BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA. Determine through 
established sources facts surrounding this death and disposition 
of remains, UACB. 
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Young Russian Defector 


of Gun Accident. 


f*r\ 

V Sergei Kourda kov, 21, a for- - 
mer SoviefThavaT~oFf icer who 
defected in Canada in 1971, 
died Jan. 1 in a shooting ac¬ 
cident in Banning Springs, 
Calif., a ski resort. 

Although the death original¬ 
ly was said by San Bernadino 
County authorities to be an ap¬ 
parent suicide, the county cor¬ 
oner now says that all indica¬ 
tions point to an accident. A 
final report has not been 
made. 

Mr. Kourdakov leaped from 
a Russian fishing trawler dur¬ 
ing a storm off the coast of 
British Columbia in Septem¬ 
ber, 1971, and in a 20-hour or¬ 
deal managed to swim to the 
coast. 

He entered the United States 
in July under the sponsorship 
of the Evangelism Center in 
Glendale, Calif. For the last 
five months, he had* lectured, 
betore"'church groups from 
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fhe Washington Post 
Times Herald_ 


coast to v coast on the ill5 of 
Soviet society and the need for 
a worldwide spiritual revival. 
While in Washington he stayed 
at Fellowship House on Wood¬ 
land Drive NW. 

. IVEr. Kourdakov, bom in Si¬ 
beria, was the son of a senior 
Soviet military officer. Or¬ 
phaned at the age of 4, he was 
reared in a series of state or¬ 
phanages. 

He leaves no known survi¬ 
vors. 

Services were scheduled for 
2 p.m., today at St. John the 
Bapitst Russian Orthodox 
Church in Exile, 4001 17th St. 
NW, with burial in Rock Creek 
Cemetery. 
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SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDaJWt^KaTiS - R, 00s LOS ANGELES. 


Mr. Purvis 
Mi. Soyars —- 
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Tele. Room — 
Mr. Kinley — 
Mr. Armstrong 

Ms. Hervac — 
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RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO BUREAU 1/2/73. 

JANUARY 4, INSTANT, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT 
CORONER-PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, WILL 
NOT RELEASE ANY MANUSCRIPTS BELONGING TO SUBJECT UNTIL IT 
HAS BEEN DECIDED WHETHER OR NOT INQUEST WILL BE HELD CONCERNING 
SUBJECT’S DEATH. THERE IS NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO DATE 
AS TO WHEN THIS DECISION WILL BE REACHED. THE MANUSCRIPTS IN 
QUESTION WILL BE FORWARDED TO BUREAU AS SOON AS THEY ARE 
MADE AVAILABLE* 
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LOS ANGELES IS FORWARDING TO TRANSLATION^SF''' rTnM 


LABORATORY BY AIRTEL THE SINGLE PAGE OF TYPEWRITTEN R USSIAN 
FOUND IN SUBJECT’S TYPEWRITER AT TIME OF HIS DEATH. THIS PAGE 

W « 4 S ! AM O 
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WAS FURNISHED BY THE CORONER ON 1/2/73. 


16 JAN 8 1973 


MATTER BEING CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY LOS ANGELES OFFICE. 


END 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 09-23-2014 by: J75J65T61 


1 -Wir. J.* P.* L£a 


Airtel 


To: SAC, Los Angeles- 
Proas: ■ Acting* Director, FBI* 


1/11/73 


SERGEI NIKOLAlTKOUPDAKaV, aka 
IS - R 




There is attached o: 




fromP 


requests that information set forth therein be furnished 


e information pertains 
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Mr. Fell__ 

Mr. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahcai . 
life. Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr, Dalbey_ 

Mr. Gebhardt 
Mr. Jenkins 
Mr. Marsh* 

Mr. Miller 
Mr. Purvis 
Mr. Soyars 
Mr. Walters 
te. Room 
Kinlev 
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SERGEI NIKOLAY ITOURD A KOV, AKA IS DASH R, 00: LOS ANGELES. 

RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE TO BUREAU 1/4/73. 

ON 1/10/73, DETECTIVE 


SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 


SHERIFF’S OFFICE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
SUBJECT’S BODY WAS RELEASED LAST WEEK TO I 


OF THE EVANGELISM CENTER, GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA, AND TAKEN 
TO WASHINGTON, D. C. FOR BURIAL UNDER HIS DIRECT ION. 



IS PRESENTLY IN WASHINGTON, D. C. At® HAS APPARENTLY CONTACTED) 

C'ytUZWM f> C&£P>rl*P*A**J 

SENATOR STROM THURMOND AM) S&N6S9B*. EARL LANGRESE 4 CONCERNING 

Ce>A'$/?ESSW/J 0 I 

SUBJECT’S DEATH. , S E NAT OR - LA NGRE BE A ND | 




CONTACTED 



INTER NAL SECURITY SUB COMMITTEE, BOTH 


REGARD IN3 SUBJECT BY TELEPHONE AND 
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PAGE TWO 
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| | advised further thai | I has hired two burns 

DETECTIVE AGENCY MEN APPARENTLY TO INQUIRE REGARD ING SUBJECT’S 
DEATH. | | FEELS | | lS ATTEMPT IMS TO CAST SUSPICION ON 

NATURE OF SUBJECT'S DEATH A I® IS TRYING TO MAKE A MARTYR OF 
SUBJECT FOR BENEFIT OF HIS EVANGELISM ORGANIZATION. UNDERGROUND 
EVANGELISM GROUP CURRENTLY" IS OFFERING FOR SALE A STORY A® 


FILM CONCERNING SUBJECT. 
I STATED 


CORONER, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, 


SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA, HAS BEEN SUBPOENAED TO WASHINGTON, 
D.C. ON 1/11/73, TO APPEAR WITH SUBJECT'S MANUSCRIPTS BEFORE A 

CONGRESSIONAL COMM ITTEE, EXA CT NATURE OF THE COMMITTEE IS 
UNKNOWN TO I BUT IT IS POSSIBLY UNDER DIRECTION OF SENATOR 

1 Ihas not yet released manuscripts to 


STROM THURMOND. 


FBI AND WILL NOT DO SO UNTIL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING 

A POSSIBLE INQUEST REGARDING SUBJECT’S DEATH. 

THIS MATTER IS BEING CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY LOS ANGELES. 
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END 







I 


" l 







SAC, Los Angeles 


CT- 

Acting Director, FBI 
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FBI 



SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDARQV, aka 
Serge N. Kourdakov, 

Serge Kourda 
IS - R 

00: Los Angeles 


January 11, 1973 b7E 



Attached is the translation which you requested 
by airtel dated 1/4/73. 

The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be 
reported under appropriate captions and afforded whatever 
investigative attention is necessary« 

The foreign language material is returned herewith. 


Enc.(3) 

1 - Mr. E. S. Miller (Attn: Espionage Section), sent direct 
with enclosure 


J', L- 

TN/var ftXhJ 
(4) 
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SUMMARY FROM RUSSIAN 


The enclosed FI?.I appears to be a fragment (page 3) 
of a fictional story with the heading, ’‘FIRST STORY: Rise, 
the Court is Now in Session,” describing a scone in a rural 
court in SovietRussia. The text contains numerous errors in 
spelling, but the writing itself appears to be of professional 
quality* the story is written in iho first person. 

In addition to a description of the defendant, a 
19-year-old youth who is charged with '’destroying” (possibly, 
murder) of a woman, there is a rather comical description of 
the attorney for the defense, and of the general setting, 
supplemented with remarks in the audience. 

The fragment ends with the judge’s announcement 
that the medical experts found the defendant quite normal and 
a recital of events preceding the crime# 
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Date: 1/4/73 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

air mail 


(Priority) 


.L. 



TO: 

PROM, 




ACTING DIRECTOR* FBI 
k SAC * LOS ANGELES 

0 


ATTN: 


FBI LABORATORY 


SUBJECT; 
iU? 0 \f gi? ) 'p). 


SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV* 
Serge N. Kourdakov* 

Serge Kourda 

is - R 

00: Los Angeles 


aka 


AIL !FC r VAT!Yi CO; 1*110 


( >- rv. *c/ 


OAlE^XU/-^'^ 





1 / 



V 


> 


Re Los Angeles teletypes to the Bureau dated 
1/2/73 and 1/4/73. 

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory* Translation 
Section* is one xeroxed copy of one page of typewritten 
Russian, This page was found in the typewriter of subject 
at the time he accidentally shot himself to death on i/i/73* 
according to Information furnished by the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff's Office, Subject was born 3/1/51 in Novosibirsk* 
USSR and defected by swimming from a Russian trawler to British 
Columbia in September 1971. This page may possibly be part of 
a manuscript subject was writing at the time of his death. The 
manuscript'and/or writings of subject;except for the enclosed 
page.have not yet been released to the FBI by the Coroner of 
San Bernardino County* pending a <jan±s-Lon as tn whether or nn,t 
an inquest will be held, DCP 

PY Ktw 44 

It is that a iunnnerry—uraufcj.Ro.Luu err—tmrr 

enclose^, page be’vrtaT 
conten 

/re .au (Enel 1) (RM) 

>s Angeles 


on an expedite basis as to its general 
and in particular for any information which would 


PWJ/ldm 

(5) 


i I . T K P, ~&Ax{ 

I ENCLOSURE 

A- " " 


Approved: 


Sent 
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Special Agent in Charge 


GPO ; JS7C O - 402-723 








appear to be of an intelligence 
which would have any bearing on 
reference to suicide* 


and/or security nature 3 or 
subject's death* such as any 
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Transmit the tollowing in 


AIRTEL 


PROM: SAC- NEW YORK I 

O ' — 

SUBJECT: SERGEI KOURDAKOV 

IS - R 


Date: 

PLAIN TEXT 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 


i ■ £ ."’V 


/i\ 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of a 
letterhead memorandum (LHM), dated and captioned as above. 

NY plans no further investigation in this matter 


ALL 

HUIfii 

U'M 




2-Bureau (Enc^s. 5) (EM) 
1-New York 

DEU:dbr 
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Exclusiva to Ths Time* from a Staff Writer 


A young Russian sailor who 
jumped from his ship and swam to 
the Canadian shore to escape com¬ 
munism has apparently committed 
suicide after one year in the United 
States. 

San Bernardino County sheriff's 
deputies said .they found Sergei 
Kourdakov, 21, in a rented cabin 
near Ri nning^ Springs, dead of a 
head wound from a .38 caliber revol¬ 
ver. 

A young American woman, whom 
deputies would not identify, notified 
authorities of Kourdakov’s death. 
The two had rented the cabin over 
the New iron's h A liuW r , i~" r - * said. 

Although San Bernardino County 
deputy coroner Alan Paine said he 
could not positively confirm the 


death as suicide, police officers 
said they hid ruled out foul play and 
did not detain the young woman. 

'Kourdakov leaped from fiis trawl¬ 
er during a storm in September, 
1971, and swam to the British Co¬ 
lumbia coast. 

A youth formerly honored for his. 
leadership in the Communist Youth 
League, he renounced his past and 
had lectured against communism,in 
the United States in the past year. 

ICourdakov's escape from "his 
trawler drew wide publicity and he 
was given immigrant status in Cana¬ 
da soon after his defection. 

he was granted a temporary 
visa to travel in the United States 
and efforts were underway to secure 
a permanent visa for him. 


Los Angeles 
California, 
dated 1/2/73 


Times, Los Angeles 
Part II, page 1, 
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j ” \ I 

I[Mystery f shrouds the in¬ 
vestigation today into the 
death of a defected Soviet 
submarine officer found 
shot in the head at a Run-, 
ning Springs Hotel near! 
Lake Arrowhead. j 

j Found dead in his ski resort! 
;area hotel room yesterday was; 
iSergei K o u c d a k o v t 21, who j 
jumped ship in 1971 in the North* 
Pacific and defected to the j 
Western woHd. i 

j San Bernardino County shcr-j 
iffs officers said Kourdakov; 
was an apparent suicide victim,! 
but Chief Deputy Coroner A.F. : 
Paine said ; t had not been de*. 
termined whether he committed 
suicide. 

Paine caked for an autopsy to 
determine the exact cause of 
death, and said it would take a 
day or two before the results 
are known. 

Authorities said they were 
called to the motel by an uni¬ 
dentified woman who said 
j Kourdakov >,hot himself in the 
Jhcad. j 

Adding to the intrigue, homi-i 
cide detectives would not identi-! 
Ify the woman who telephoned 1 
them, but slid that no one is in! 
.custody. Their investigation is 
Continuing. 

j Kourdakov was a Communist 
; youth leader in the far eastern 
Russian province of Kamchat¬ 
ka. He passed his examinations 
for Communist Party member¬ 
ship while sMil in his late teens. 
He was a lecturer on Commun¬ 
ism in Soviet universities. 

During a storm off the coast; 
of British Columbia Sept. 3, 
1D71, Kourdrkov leaped from a 
Russian fisLng trawler and sur¬ 
vived a 20-hour swim to the 

coast through the storm, he 

. . -- - 

'.said. , 


He is said to have been the 
•swimming champion at Lenin¬ 
grad’s naval academy. 

Kourdakov’s entry into the 
United Slates was secured by 
Rep. Earl Landgrebe, R-Ind, 
who arranged a two-month visa. 
He had been living in Glendale. 

While in this country, Kourda-j 
kov spoke publicly about what! 
he felt are the ills of Commun-i 
ism. --=> 

Before entering- the U.S., 


Kourdakov remained in Canada 
while officials tried to confirm 
tiie story of his defection. j’ 
Last August, the Califorma- 
; based Underground Evangelism. 
! Society announced it planned to' 
• broadcast Kourdakov’s story 
j t h r o u g h o u t the Communist: 
■ world. I 


Headline airticle captioned 
"RUSS DEFECTOR DEATH UNDER PROBE" 
on page one, Herald Examiner 
newspaper, Los Angeles, California, 
dated 1/2/72, 


mo 










BY FRANK BEL OLMO 

Times Staff Writer 

The weekend shooting death of a 
young Russian defector in.a moun¬ 
tain cabin near Running Springs ap¬ 
parently was accidental, San Ber¬ 
nardino County officials indicated 
Tuesday. 

Sheriff's Det. .Tames Cox, who in¬ 
vestigated the death of Sergei N. 
Kourdakov, 21. told a newsman it is 
"highly probable it (the shooting) 
was an accidental thing." 

However, Cox said the final—-and 
official— determination of the cause 
of death would he made by the coun¬ 
tv coroner's office. 

" And Coroner William Hill, whose 
office performed an autopsy on 
Kourdakov's body Tuesday, said la¬ 
ter in the day that he is "leaning to¬ 
ward the belief it was an accident." 

Both men said there were indica¬ 
tions the young Russian sailor may 
have been handling a .38 caliber re¬ 
volver when it discharged acciden¬ 
tally. The bullet struck him in the 
head. 

Kourdakov died in a rented one- 
room cabin where he had gone with 
a friend, identified as Ann Johnson, 
17, of. Cerritos, to spend the New 
Year's weekend, Cox said. 


i j._—-^Examined Pistol .— * a 

Miss Johnson told Cox that’ Kour- 
dakov had shown her the gun earlier 
in the evening, explaining that all 
but one of its chambers were loaded, 

Cox said Kourdakov told Miss 
Johnson that the one empty cham¬ 
ber was positioned so that the gun 
would not fire the first time <he trig¬ 
ger was pulled. 

Miss Johnson tokl Cox th» young 
Russian was quietly examining the 
gun when it fired. 

Cox said sheriff’s investigators 
have ruled out any chance of foul 
plav, and that Miss Johnson was not 
held. 

Cox said the pistol had bee t given 
to Kourdakov by Miss Jchnson’s 
•father for protection because the 
young Russian "may have feared for 
his safety." 

Kourdakov drew wide attention in 
September, 1071, when lie leaped 
from a Russian trawler during a 
storm and swam to the coast of Bri¬ 
tish Columbia, a 20-hour ordeal. 


Los Angeles Times 
California, Part 
dated'1/3/73. 


[[He was given immigrant 
.status in Canada soon fil¬ 
ler his defection and was 
•granted a temporary visa 
.to travel in the United 
.States. • 

u The young man, who 
had been honored for his 
leadership in the Commu- 
'riist Youth League in the 
Soviet Union, renounced 
his past once in America 
and began lecturing 
against communism. 

• His official .sponsor in 
this country was Under- 
ground Evangelism Inc., 
•a Glendale-based organiza¬ 
tion which distributes Bi- 
,bles and other religious 
’.’materials in Communist. 
Countries. 

Late Tuesday a spokes- 
xa e n ’ f o r Underground 
' Evangelism said Kourda- 
[ kov, an "exuberant, out¬ 
going, athletic" young 
i man, was planning to_ap- 
1 ply for a permanent u.b. 

* -visa later this month. 

!' Ho said Miss Johnson 
I was related to a family 

'which had "adopted- 

Kourdakov during his U.b. 

■stay. ... 

' T K c spokesman s a i cl 
Kourdakov carried a gun 
because threats, had been 
'made against his life, at 
least once jivhile be was ap¬ 
pearing at an Orange 
County church telling of 
his conversions from com¬ 
munism to Christianity*! _ 


, Los Angeles, 

II, page 1, 
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By KAY McIIUGH 
Chief, Washington Bureau 
Copley News Service 
WASHINGTON - The bizarre 
death of a young Russian defec¬ 
tor has denied the Senate Juan 
clary Committee a first-hand 
report on an increasingly impa¬ 
tient, rebellious youth screened 
behind the careful facade of the 
Soviet society. 

Sergei Kourdakov, 21, a naval 
lieutenant who was hailed in 
1071 as the outstanding member 
of the Komsomol or Communist 
youth, defected in September, 


X. 


an organization dedicated to 
promote religious liberty inside 
Communist nations. 

A frequent visitor to Washing¬ 
ton, Kourdakov met ‘privately 
with U.S. -ntelligence officials, 
leaders of T oice of America and. 
the U.S. .nformation Agency, 
high-ranking military officers 
and members of Congress. At 
the invitation of Sen. Strom 
Thurmond, R-S.C., he was to 
testify late this month at a 
hearing of the Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee. n 

Government figures hfivei 


•SERGSi KOURDAKOV 


1971. He leaped from a Russian been fascinated with * Kou^da- 
fishing trawler during a storm} jcov’s story of his own life i;i a 
off Canada’s Pacific Coast and j series of state-run orphanages, 
somehow survived a torturedjhis experience at naval acade- 
10- hour ordeal. Last July 25thjmies at Leningrad and Vladi-I 

vostok and in the Komsomol, 
arid his accounts of the rebel¬ 
lious life styles of Soviet youth 


h Lj entered the United States on 
a visa under the auspices of the! 
j Evangelical Center at Glendale,; 

|! - - l “ 

—o accounts that included na'-jticipation of his session with the 
cotics, alcoholism, Mafia-like j senators. These will now be 
crime, hippie colonies and othfrj turned over to Sen. Thurmond, 


extremes seldom associated 
with the regimented Soviet so¬ 
ciety. 

His own contagious enthus:- 
asm for life in the United States 
added a dramatic touch to his 
accounts and made it almost 
impossible for official Washing¬ 
ton to accept the news of his 
death New Year's Day in a 
California shooting accident. 

“I never knew a young man 
with such a zest for life and 
such promising future," says 
Joseph Bass, executive director 
of the Evangelical Center and 
Kourdakov J s legal guardian. 

Death, however, has not si-: 
lenced Kourdakov. Bass said he 
had prepared copious notes and 
severa l tape recordings in an-j 


he said. 

Bass also disclosed plans to 
publish a book that Kourdakov 
had written on his life inside the 
Soviet Union. He was orphaned 
at the age of four when his 
father, a Stalinist Red Army 
Colonel, was killed in a purge 
after Premier Nikita Khrush¬ 
chev came to power. His mother 
died a few months later. 

“It is a fantastic, moving sto* 
ry,” Bass said. “Sergei telis it 
like a young Solzhenitzen." 

Any proceeds from the book, 
he said, will be used to dissemi¬ 
nate Bibles and religious tracts 
in Communist countries. 

“That's the kind of memorial 


"The Register" newspaper 
Santa Ana, California, 
page A-li 1/4/73 
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I Sovief Defector 

after midnight Jan. 1,. and at 
Sergei would have wanted.” he the companion’s urging checked 
^aid. to be sure the, revolver was 

On a holiday skiing trip to where he had left 
'Colorado and California ar- As Kourdakov pulled the gun 
'-ranged by friendly churchmen, ^ rom a draw cr, the compa.iion 
Kourdakov was killed when a ur £ ed bim to bs c? r efuL 
revo ver he was holding dis- understand guns, don’t 
charged. Ironically, he had bor- worry,” the Russian is said to 
rowed the gun from a Denver have re P lied - “I always keep 
friend, fearful that Soviet tbe chamber under the hammer 
agents one day would make an and tbe next chamber empty so 
attem ot to seize him or kill him. 1 have to P uli the digger twice 
. Durng his early months in Can- before & will fire,” 
ada 5 he claimed, Soviet agents The companion said he ges-. 
.threatened him several times tured with the gur, said “see,” 
tha" unless he stopped speaking pulled the trigger ;:nd the bullet 
out igainst the Russian system, crashed into his head, 
he would be “taken care of.” The San Bernardino County 
“One of them said; ‘One day coroner’s office has ruled out 
, you’re going to have an acci- any suggestion of suicide. 

’ dent and it’ll be the last ac- The Russian lieutenant’s body 
. cident you ever have,’ ” Kour- has been cleared by the Natu- 
dakov told friends. ralization and Immigration 

The warning proved tragical- Service for burial in Washing- 
ly prophetic for the husky, ton next week. Services will he 
young, fun-loving Russian, held at St. John the Baptist 
. though authorities have- ruled Russian Orthodox Church with 
his death accidental and with no interment in the Russian sec- fi 
link to his supposed pursuers, tion of Rock Creek Park Ceme- j 
A companion told sheriff’s tery, alongside several other I 
deputies at Running Spring..-Russians who sought freedom ia u 
Calif., that Kourdakov returned'the United States. 
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F B I 

Date: I/3/73 


Transmit thejaliowing in 

^x(tsl 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 



I 

.i_. 


TO: 

FROM: 


ACT IRC- DIRECTOR . 


CZ*'*' 


LOS ANGELES 


FBI 



ATTN: 



2 ) 


SUBJECT 


7 


SERGEI NIKOLAY KOSEDAKOV, ake 
Serge N. Kourdakov, 

Serge KourdaX 
IS ~ R \J 

00: Los Angeles 






A 



1/2/73, 


Re Los Angeles teletype to the Bureau dated 


Enclosed for the Identification Division is one 
set of fingerprints of SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV, born 
3/1/514 in Novosibirsk, USSR, and described as a Caucasian 
male, 6 ’ 1 l! , 220 lbs., brown hair, brown eyes. He had Canadian 
Identity Card, NO p4360. The prints were taken by the San 
Bernardino County Coroner’s Office, San Bernardino, California, 
and were furnished to the Los Angeles Office on 1/2/73j they 
may be retained, at the Identification Division. 

Investigation by the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Office indicates that subject accidentally killed himself on 
1/1/73 3 -t Running Springs, California. His body is currently l 
in custody of the Coroner’s Office, San Bernardino County. s 
Subject defected from a Russian trawler in September 1971 
by swimming to shore at Biuiti^-^ 



IDENTIFICATION 

DIVISION 


ALL iWOSWATWa COSirCR© 
hERUM IS UNCLASSIFIED . . 


/fa 


b7E 


XI 


b7E 





GUO : 1:17b 0 * 







b7E 


REQUESTS OF THE BUREAU 


The Identification Division is requested to expedite 
a search of fingerprint files for any record of Supject 0 It is 
requested that results of this search be furnished to the Los 

Angeles Office and. to the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s_ 

Offic e> San Bernardino^ California^ attention Detective 
| Homicide Division. 






I 



CODE 




TELETYPE 




TO: 

PROM: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES|_ 
ACTING DIRECTOR 




J. 



P. Lee 


NITEL 


1/26/73 


SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV, aka IS - R ' 

REURAIRTEL 1/16/73. 

THE FBI LABORATORY HAS DETERMINED THAT THE SOVIET MILITARY 
SIDEARM IS THE NINE MILLIMETER MAKAROV WHICH IS A SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
PISTOL. NO REVOLVERS ARE IN USE IN THE SOVIET ARMY OR NAVY. 



i 


THE ABOVE INFORMATION MAY BE FURNISHED TO DETECTIVE 


OF THE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. 


JPL:cs^ cjx- 


NOTE: 


b6 

b7C 



Subject is a Soviet defector who killed himself on 
New Years day when a revolver, which he was showing to his girl¬ 
friend, discharged, apparently accidentally. The San Bernardino 
Sheriff’s Office is conducting an investigation and are interested 
in determining the types of handguns available to the Soviet Military 
Service, since the subject had served in the Soviet Navy. Above 
information furnished by Special Agent George Berley of the FBI 
Laboratory. 
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!*' Transmit the following in-. 


AIRTEI 


mcijkssiwicmim authority derived from: 

FBI AUTOMATIC UECLASSIFICATION OTIDE 
DATE 09-23-2014 by: 375J65T€1 


F B ! 

Date: l/l6/73 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL ~ REGISTERED 




TO: 

ACTING DIRECTOR* FBI 


FROM: 

SAC* LOS ANGELE2L, 

(P) 



SUBJECT: SERGEI EIKOLAMOURDAKOV^ aka. 

IS - R 

00: Los Angeles 

Re Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau* dated 1/9/73 5 
and Bureau airtel to Los Angeles* dateo. 1/11/73• 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of a 
letterhead memorandum (L3M). . dated and capt ion ed as afroye . 

setting forth interviews of l _ | and|_-. j 

1 one information copy of the I-j-EIJ is uesignai/tu j.or 
Washington Field Office and"one copy it disseminated to 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) locally. 

_ The enclosure from___ 

_ attached Jin referenced airtel* i/ii/Yd* 

was delivered to SA_Scj ,n Bernardino County 

Sheriff’s Office* on 1/15/73.by SA I. 


_|was interview-^ 

and S A I_ 

I was interviewe 


erviewod on 1/9/ 73. hy SA 
‘ [and on 


1/10/73*1_|was interview! 

BOYD and SA PETER W. JORGENSEN 

On 1/10/73? Detective ] ■—- 
Acounty Sheriff's Office advised that]— 

©-Bureau (En =/% ^32 


\2s- Bureau (Enc. 5) (KM; 4 

1 - Washington Field (Enc. 1) (RM) 

2 - Los Angeles ' ' (r . / 


AoDroved: 


i.n Be rnardino 
l lxTlfttae 






Special Agent in Charge 


GPO : 1970 O - '-*7-7*5 














b7E 



Evangelism Center, Glendale, California, has contacted .some 
congressman and apparently implied that KOURDAEOV’s • death. 
occurred under mysterious circumstances and that the Russians 
had somehow tampered vith the revolver. added he feels 

that I I has monetary interest in KOURDiUiUV s death as 


b6 

b7C 



and a small film strip concerning him for $5*00* 


On 1/11/73, stated he had been contacted by 
Congressman EARL LANG -KjjBE and advised that it could not be 
verified to date whether or not the subject was actually in 
the Russian Havy. |_|a ^so advised that JOHN BROGER of 


b6 

b7C 


Washington, D.C. was the 


] who reportedly 


interviewed t.ie subject while he was in Washington, D.C. 
did not know yet what agenc y BROG ER was associated, but had 
a telephone numbe r for him. l I was un able to reach him 


on 1/11/73 


added that[ 


County, was supposed to have a meeting with 
Washington, D.C. on 1/11/73. . 


] Corona— nflm ardino 




kn 


I 


has [ 


ladvised that subject’sf 


] regarding the 


stated the two Burns 


circumstances of subject’s death._ 

Detective Agency men, who appeare'a au c'he San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Office claimed they had-heard a tape recording 
at the Evang e Lism Center in Glendale, supposedly made by 
I | ;_n which she said that she was not in the room at the 

time subject shot himself. _[called the Evangelism Center 

and they knew not hing ab out the existence of such a tape, 
requested that | appear at the San Bernardino County 


b6 

b7C 

b7E 


Sheriff’s Offline_noncerning this matter, however, he was 


O- .i. x fc? WU-. I I I NWA A ~- j - S 

advised tha/c_was currently in Washington, D.C 


Detective I Ihas inquired if the FBI Laboratory ^ 
has any information concerning the type of handguns available 
to Soviet military services and, in particular, to the Soviet 
Wavy, and whether or not revolvers are in common military use 
in that country. If, for instance, automatic pistols are the 
main handgun available to Soviet officers and crewmen, it 
would possibly tend to explain subject’s ignorance in the 
oper ation of a revolver. If in fa,ct, death was accidental, 
pointed out that investigation to date still indicates 


b6 

b7C 


iroURDAKOV accidentally. shot himself. 



2 







b7E 


On 1/15/72^ Detecti ve I I advised t hat his office 

. _ -t t • —r I I . . 


has received information from! 


Chief Special 


------—- ~ ~^| W V WL 

Agent, Internal Security Sub-committee. Washington, D.C. that./-\ 
a bank account in the amount of $ 200,000 had been located in I c* 


Canada in subject's nams . \ 
concerning this matter. | 
is still in Washington, D.C. 


had no add itional inf ormation 


advised that 


f 


Coroner, 


Los Angeles files contain a copy of subject’s 1-94 
furnished by letterhead memorandum from the Minneapolis Office, 
showing that he entered the United States by automobile on 
7 / 25 / 72 , from f anerla - mhi 2 mrr . mnrvi n ation contains a notation 


signed by 


Supervisory Immigrant 


Inspector, portal. North Dakota, stating subject was a 
Russian crewman who jumped ship in September 1971 5 at Quebec 
City, Quebec, and was granted landed immigrant status on 
9/22/71. He was destined to Winona Lake, Indiana, for two days 
to attend an Evangelist meeting. He would then go to the 
Evangelism Center, Glendale, to give lectures on Evangelism. 

The arrival of subject at Quebec City, Quebec, as 
reported above, is discrepant to other information concerning 
subject’s arrival in British Columbia and, therefore, is 
possibly erroneous. 


Los Angeles will maintain contact with the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s Office regarding this matter and 
will forward subject’s manuscript to the Bureau when it is 
released by the Coroner. 


REQUEST OP BUREAU 


The Laboratory is requested to furnish any information 
available concerning current handguns commonly used by Soviet 
military personnel, as explained above. 
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3TAI 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC] 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
January l6, 1973 




M 


SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV, 
ALSO KNOWN AS_ 


The following individuals were interviewed by 
Special Agents of the FBI as to their knowledge of Sergei 
Nikolay Kourdakov, born March 1,-1951, in Novosivirsk, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, who according to investigation 
conducted to date by the San Bernardino County Sheriff s 
Office, apparently shot himself accidentally with a oo. 
caliber revolver on January 1, 1973, a motel in Running 
Springs, California. 


„ On January 9, 1973, C - , . . — ; - r 

Ivan Nuys, California, advised that he is a|_ 

' J 1 , i * -r-v _ - J /s-P “K/T"T7 q Vi “i r»T o 


1 


I, oainornia, auv-Ltocu ^ 1-- . i 

iat the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), 


Glendale Station, 1335 West Glenoaks Boulevard, Glendale, 
California. 


On August 15, 1972, he gave Kourdakov.a drivers test, 
which he successfully passed. Kourdakov was driving a medium 
sized automobi3.e, make unrecalled, and listed his residence as 
250 South Oak Knoll Drive,. Pasadena, California. His former 
address was given as 1222 South Glendale Avenue, Glendale, 


o JL VJVUDiJl --- y ~-- ^ , 

ww .**w* M *v„ ._1 recalled that Kourdakov had either a Russian 

Dri vers Lice ns 3 or an international dr ivers l icense. Kourdakov 
told I that he enjoyed swimming. I | himself was a 

former swimmer in school. Kourdakov s.aia ms father was a 


General under Stalin, and when Khrushchev took over, his 
father was shot. In addition* Kourdakov s brothers and 
sisters were teicen away and he lost track of them, Kourdakov 
stated he joined the naval service with the ixltimate purpose 
of some day getting out of the Soviet Union, He became a 
submarine officer and transferred from a Russian submarine to 
a trawler in the area of Hawaii* and later jumped ship off the 
coast of Canada, He did not discuss his duties in jhhfi m i li tary 
service - . Kourdakov added that he was part Jewish, 


b6 
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be 

blC 










SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV 


nnf.i r>P.r? that Kourdakov spoke good English. Kourdakov told 
that on one occasion, some Russians from an embassy 

. . , t _* _ J1 j ___ x. 4 - 


or a consulate came to his apartment and tried to get him to 
return to the Soviet Union, however, he refused. They then 
told him that if he stays in the United States, he should 
keen hi s mouth shut or he would meet with an accident* 

stated Kourdakov did not give further details concerning 


I o UO/OCU. iVW Ut-L V ^ o * ' w 

this and he (Kourdakov) did not say when this occurred or 
if it took place in Canada or in the United States. Kourdakov 
did not mention the names or furnish the description of the 
Russians who visited him. 


Kourdakov stated that at one 
radio co mpany th at made broadcasts to :i 
howeve 


discuss with 


time he worked for a 
ron curtain countries, 

.did not recall the name of this radio company, 
stated that Kourdakov was very happy and indicated that 

- ■ ■ ' ~' ’ Kourdakov did not 

e had received’ from, the 
oned above. 


he wanted t.r> st-.a.v in the United States-. 


any other threats h< 


Russians, other than the incident menti 


On Ja nuary 10 , 19731 - I ■ , 

, Running Springs,Califor nia (telephone numb er 


_„ advised that Kourdakov. was in_ 

during the evening of December 30 , 1972 !, and had a coupl e qi 
drinifR. TCnT'nriak'nv snoke English. with & bad accent and_ 


drinks. Kourdakov spoke English with a 
through co nversation, learned Kourdakov wa s Russian, 

himself was born in i l Union of Soyisi 


Socialist Republics, and came to the United States in 


he 


spoke with Kourdakov 


is now a United States citizen. ,_ , _ 

in the Russian language for about an hour. Kourdak ov would n ot 

discuss himself and gave evasive answers to most of |--- 

questions, which were mostly of a social nature in order to 
get acquainted* Kourdakov said his name was Yuriy and did 
not give his full name. He said he did not like Russia and 
would rather live in the United States or Canada. When 
asked where he worked, Kourdakov said he was just loafing, 

and would not give a direct answer. |_I invited Kourdakov 

to a New Year’s Eve party, but Kourdakov dia. not say whether 
or not he would attend it. Kourdakov appeared uneasy during 
the entire conversation. 


ordered a third. 


stated Kourdakov had' two drinks and had 
He then appeared very nervous and got up. 


said goodbye $ and remarked that he did .not think he would be 
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b6 
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SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV 




i wirur 

.long. ±±e le. 
stated Konrd 

uneasy* 

and 


conversation, Kourdakov made 


further stated that during their 
no mention at all of ever 


having received any threats to his life from other Russians. 


_stated he did not know that "Yuriy” s 

actually Kourdakov, until he read an article in the paper 
• regarding Kourdakov *s de ath, and saw the photograph of 
Kourdakov in the paper. stated he then notified the 

authorities concerning Kourdakov’s appearance at his bar. 


b6 
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Attached hereto his a copy of an article concerning 
Kourdakov entitled "Anti-Red Groups Split by Death of Defector", 
which appeared in Part II, Page, I of the January 11, 1973. 
edition of the "Los Angeles Times", Los Angeles, California. 
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BY JOHN DART 

Timer Religion Writer 

Russian defector Sergei Kourda¬ 
kov will be buried today in a Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., cemetery, but his New 
Year's shooting death in California 
continues to stir up rival Christian 
anti-Communist groups. 

Underground Evangelism of Glen¬ 
dale, which had been sponsoring 
Kourdakov as an example of Com- 
munist-turned-Christian, is hinting 
to supporters foul play was possible 
in the death—though investigators 
believe Kourdakov died accidental- 

iy- 

* L. Joe Bass, founder-president of 
the organization, said the day after 
the shooting that he was all but con¬ 
vinced San Bernardino County au¬ 
thorities were correct in considering 
the death more likely an accident 
than a suicide, and ruling out foul 
play. 

, Later in the week, however, Un¬ 
derground Evanglism issued a pub¬ 
licity release that Kourdakov had 
died under circumstances described 
by unnamed persons as "strange" 
and "uncertain." 

Bass said in the release that Kour¬ 
dakov once told him, "If you ever 
hear I have had an accident or com¬ 
mitted suicide, don’t believe it. I 
know how the Soviet police work be¬ 
cause I was one of them." 



Sergei Kourdakov 


Los Angeles Times* Los 
Angeles, California, Part II, 
page 1„ edition of 1/11/73 





* 


► Found in Motel 

| Kourdakov, 21, was found fatally 
r shot in the head Jan, 1 in a San Ber- 
v nardino Mountains motel room he 
was sharing with Ann Johnson, 17, 
daughter of a Cerritos family with 
whom he boarded, * 

His body was sent to Washington 
where funeral services began Wed¬ 
nesday night with an English ser¬ 
vice led by the Rev. Richard Halver¬ 
son, a prominent Presbyterian pas¬ 
tor. A service in Russian will be held 
today a: a Russian Orthodox church 
with burial in a Russian section of a. 
Washington cemetery. 

Kourdakov had jumped from a So¬ 
viet trawler in the Pacific in Septem¬ 
ber, 1971, and swam to the Canadian 
shore. The onetime Communist 
youth leader and apprentice radio 
operator accepted Christianity sub¬ 
sequently in a Toronto Pentecostal 
church. 

Last year, Bass contacted Kourda¬ 
kov in Canada and employed the 
young convert for a series of church 

> appearances in the United States. 

S The circumstances of Kourdakov’s 
death—in a one-room motel unit 
•) with a teen-age girl and a half-con¬ 


sumed wine bottle—has caused com¬ 
ment in church circles, but public f 
criticism has been aimed at Under¬ 
ground Evangelism^ handling of 
the new Christian. 

The Rev. Richard Wurmbrand, 
general director of Jesus to the Com¬ 
munist World. Inc., another Glen¬ 
dale - base i mission organization, 
fired off a letter Jan. 4 to Under¬ 
ground Evangelism directors, re¬ 
viewing past differences and com¬ 
menting on the Kourdakov incident. 

Kourdakov "should not have been 
brought on the stage with its perils, 
before hai ing been for a few years a 
simple me mber of a church growing 
in grace and knowledge," wrote Mr. 
Wurmbrand, himself a onetime po¬ 
litical prisoner in Romania. 

The Rev. Myrus Knutson, a Luth¬ 
eran paster in the San Gabriel Val¬ 
ley and board chairman of Jesus to 
the Communist World, said he be¬ 
lieves the young Russian was "ex¬ 
ploited" ly Underground Evange¬ 
lism.' 

"It may be unfair to say it, but f 
they (Underground Evangelism) 
smelled money," Mr. Knutson said, t * 

(Two othe largest organizations t 
/devoted to Bible smuggling arid oth- 





» er "mission 11 work to Com- 
| numist countries "will 
' probably raise close to $2.5 
I million each year," accord- 
. ing to.a study published 
in the December issue of 
Eternity magazine.) 

; Russian Baptist church 
.members in 'the Los An- 
r’geles area who heard 
'•Kourdakov speak at a San- 

• ta Ana church last year 

• generally felt he-"should 

■ -not have been thrust into. 
!;such a situation—speak¬ 
ing on subjects ’complete- 
•ly beyond him,’” according 
"to Andrew Semenehuk,. 
[.West Coast representative 
[bf the Slavic Gospel Assn. 

‘1 ^ Underground Evange¬ 
lism replied, however, that 
/it was "interested in his 
Is p i ritual development,“ 
.'•which included informal 
Christian studies at Den¬ 
ver’s Calvary Temple and 
. With an interdenomina- 
\ .tional Christian group in 
‘[Washington. 




As to charges-of expioi- 
; ‘tation. Ray Southard or 
Underground Evangelism 
( 'said the young Russian 
had only 20 speaking en¬ 
gagements in a four-to-. 
: [five month period.. * 

! t Holiday Weekend 
j The New Year’s week- 
j jend was to be a respite in 
) -Kourdakov’s schedule, 
i 'which had included golf- 
* . ,'ing lest Thursday and Dis- 
Ineybnd Friday. The next 
;dav the'Russian and Miss 
Jjohnson drove to the Big 
jB e a r - Running Springs 
j jarea with the knowledge 
I ‘of Miss Johnson’s family, 
j According to an Under- 
j (ground Evangelism 

j Kourdakov said he 
j. ftvouli teach the girl to ski 
j ;and they would rent a 
j jtwo-room unit, but were 
• 'able to find only a one- 
| room unit, the spokesman 
! ‘said. Kourdakov also 
took along a typewriter 
and questionnaires to he 
completed in applying for j 
6 permanent U.S, visa late ! 
■ in January. - :< :.J 

A .38-caliber ; revolver” 





was loaned to Kourdakov 
by the girl’s father since 
the Russian had expressed 
.concern about his safety. 
Kourdakov reportedly re¬ 
ceived threats while in 
Canada and during one of 
his two speaking appear¬ 
ances at the large Garden 
Grove Community Drive- 
In Church last fall. 

Sheriff's Det. James Cox 
said Miss Johnson told 
him Kourdakov showed 
her the revolver N e w 
Year's Eve, explaining 
that the one empty cham¬ 
ber was positioned so the 
gun would not fire the 
first time the trigger was 
pulled. 

Cylinder Revolved 
Cix would not describe 
the evidence in detail be¬ 
cause the investigation is 
continuing, but he and the 
’coroner indicated earlier 
that the Russian was han¬ 
dling the revolver in the 
room when it discharged. 
Cox said he "didn't know 

* what Kourdakov was 
. thinking when he told the 

giri about the empty 
chamber,” but the gun was 
of a type that revolves the 
cylinder one turn when 
the trigger is pulled. 

Though a coroner's final 
report has not been made, 

11 all indications are that he 
shot himself,” Cox said, 
"and it tends to appear 
*more accidental that a 
suicide.” _ 

Underground Evange¬ 
lism officials have flatly 
ruled out suicide, de¬ 
scribed as a possible cause 
;of death in the earliest 
news reports. 

\ The evangelistic organi¬ 
zation said the Russian 
was an "uninhibited, even 
boisterous” person who 
was making plans for 
1973, including shopping 

* for.a car and dining with 

\ actor Pat Boone the first 

\ week in January. 

y * "Attempts since his 

* 'death to discredit Sergei's 


work," said Bass in his 
publicity release, "give 
further credence to beliefs 
of those most deeply in¬ 
volved with him that om¬ 
inous implications sur- 
j round his death.” 

I There had been little 
! doubt of Kourdakov's im¬ 
portance to Underground 
. Evangelism's fund raising. 

Kourdakov had become 
the feature of the organi¬ 
zation's literature! "Thrill 
to Sergei Kourdakov's 
story of conversion, after 
having led more than 150 
raids on Siberian under¬ 
ground churches," reads 
the organization's mag¬ 
azine offering the taped 
story for $4. 

(Part of Kourdakov's 
"story" to churches was 
that he and other youth 
leaders would sometimes 
work for the police to phy¬ 
sically break up meetings 
’ >f Christians and destroy 
Bibles.) 


Program Criticized 

The sensationalist as¬ 
pects of advertising by 
Underground Evangelism, 
Jesus to the Communist 
y7orld and other evange¬ 
listic groups engaged in 
1 smuggling Bibles" into 
Communist countries or 
beaming religious pro 
grains was criticized re¬ 
cently by a Pennsylvania 
pastor in two evangelical 
magazines, though Bass' 
group was called t.he 
•"most sophisticated and 
respectable" among them. 

At the same time, Un¬ 
de r g round Evangelism 
ha3 had its disagreements 
with emigrees once associ¬ 
ated with its organization 
— including Richard 
Wurmbrand himself in 
the late 1960s and former 
Bulgarian prisoner Hara- 
lan Popov, who left Bas3 a 
few months ago in a man- 
a g e m ent disagreement. 
Popov started his own 
mission organization in 
Glendale, called Evange¬ 
lism to the Communist 
Lands. 
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1 - Mr. J. P, Lae 

WFO SHOULD HOT INTERVIEW JOHN BR0G3R, PENTAGON, SINCE HE INFORKED 
THE BUREAU IN AUGUST, 1972, HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH K0URDAK0V HAS BASED 
OH HIS AFFILIATION WITH THE SAME RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION AND HE WAS 
MERELY MAKING THE SUBJECT AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW! 
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FBI WILL NOT SEND A WFO AGENT TO TESTIFY AT A CORONER’S HEARING SINCE 
THE INFORMATION DEVELOPED IN THE INTERVIEW OF SUBJECT IN AUGUST * 1972, 
p.-r=H.}0 BEARING ON HIS DEATH IN JANUARY, 1973. FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
ONLY AND NOT TO BE GIVEN TO THE CORONER, DURING THAT INTERVIEW 

KOURDAKOV ASKED IF THE FBI WOULD RESTRICT HIS ACTIVITIES AND IF WE 
WOULD OFFER HIM PROTECTION DUE TO THREATS MADE IN CANADA AND THE 
ilSWER TO BOTH QUESTIONS WAS GIVEN NEGATIVELY. jADVISE | | aND 

detective! |that their request for! 
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ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 
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* !f? E I ^lA^COURDAKOV, / 

DO.: Los Angeles rr^iPTTPHj ^^fe 

DECLA§i^aNr2^5 

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau I/15/73. 

Office (WFO), is one°fi?^ Eureau - Washington Field 

c ^^or s ^iT^oi&Ef 0 '^^^ ttcle 

V«unsy, , aLnto^J /7 I^,5?*|f ti ^l I San ten„ J(r 

interv-fp^mrt f tf ’s of Jice. nrmn \ «*.j.:r: aino 


oounty. Cal 
interviewed 


I San Bernardino 
^O), stated he 

■’ll Tn.__ . 


of thpfrr^r stated he 

■ale BoulgyarJ' 11 ?'??^?^ Evan § el ism i 

Lvr^% on — 

, J35?*?l!lF“. ^*rvi J.' MIS!?® 


(. /. which I 
^"in the rao: 


~*r~J ^asBoHT onl rn ' 

was°non-<:ommittai r ah ib. Vtwvieif. 


3t his own 
stated 




-Pb recording on 
stated she Was no1 


Bureau (Enc. i®CLOSUR§' . 

| - Washington 'Field (Enc ' lV 
2 - Los Angeles 

wj/oip 
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Special Agent in Charge 




_ 2t ■*.Cs 
3 jMCs^n '973 

/inv? 11 


-M Per 


GPO : 1970 O - 402-735/ 












I I advised that he had attempted unsuccessfully 
to reach J0M/1BR0GER at telephon e num ber (202) 0X7-6125* 

,«^in the Washington, _D._ C., area. | I stated BROGER supposedly 
' recommended the subject - to Congressman EARL -LANGREBE, so that 
the subject would be granted .entry into the United States. 

I I feels that an interview of BROGER is desirable to 
determine Ms interest in the subject and the Underground 
Evangelism group, 'how he met the subject, and whether or 
not he was speaking for his agency when he recommended 
the subject to Congressman LAWGREBE.' Los Angeles feels 
that an interview of BROGER is warranted as part of our 
inquiry to verify the nature of any threats t hat ma y have 
been made against the subject by the Soviets. I I stated 
he was advised by Congressman LANGREBE that BROGER had 
subjects body examined in Washington, D. C., and BROGER 
was satisfie d that subj ect had shot himself. | |added 
that Coroner | I San Bernardino County, learned 

that BROGER wanted to forget the whole matter concerning 
the subject.*^^ 


I l advised that subject*s manuscripts were 
retained in Washington, D. C., for fu rther examin ation 
and were in the care of Special Agent| |of the 

Sub-Committee on Internal Affairs.. ^ 

According to I 1 an in pmai 3ailll. be held by 
the San Bernardino County Coronerl in mid-Febri 

%o c ^Lear u p t fre d^ ath of subject, as far as possible.. 


fBoth 


have requested that the Bureau contacl 


leSBSO in order to verify details concerning 




I_ J appear and testify at the inquestT/ Coroner|_ \\ \ 

has also inquired if it would be possiblexor the Special \ V" " 
Agents, of the FBI who interviewed subject in Washington, \ ] 

D- n.. to appear and testify at the inquest if necessary, u-. 

I I was interested in determining to what extent Special l— b6 
Agents of the FBI could testify regarding facts in subject*& b7c 
background and concerning statements made by the subject. 

blD 







* 


mil 


_ '■> [ f £±-■ c 

On 1/24/73. I I advised that the coroner's 

inquest regarding subje ct's death isi tentatively ' 
scheduled for 2/20/73* I I stated he was advised —-— 

by a letter from Congressman EARL F,f LANGREBE that 
the Congressman had asked the FBI ta i nvestigate the 
Underground Evangelism mo vement; • stated Congressman 

LANGREBE was unhappy with because he (LANGREBE), 

had apparently given a speec h for the Evangelist group 
in Indiana on 7/23/72. added that he had notified 

the Internal Revenue Service and the California Tax 
Franchise Board regarding the Underground Evangelism 
group and he anticipated that these agencies will make 
an inquiry concerning this Evangelism group as to 
possible fraudulent activities. | pointed out that 
in one month the subject made $lb,ooo on a speaking 
tour for the Underground Evangelism group of which the 
subject received ten percent. K 

stated that in his opinion, JOHN BROGER 
is the individual who originally contacted various 
Congressmen concerning the circumstances surrounding 
subject's death. % 

REQUEST OF BUREAU fl 


<JL— 




The Bureau is requested to contact|_ x A 

and present the request of the SBSO, as set out above/§^( 

It is also requested that the Bureau comment on 
the availability and extent to which Special Agents who y 
had personal contact with the subject will be able to testier 
at the coroner's inquest, if necessary.JjL 

LEADS 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

WFO, WASHINGTON, D. C :: It is noted that the 
enclosed newspaper clipping describes JOHN BROGER as the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense and one of subject's closest 
friends. WFO is requested to interview BROGER along the ^ 
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. 4 ^ ~ 
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R 


guidelines set out above provided no information is 
available or received from the Bureau which would 
preclude the advisability of the interview. If 
interviewed, in addition to the above items, BROGER 
should be questioned concerning any knowledge he may 
have of any specific threats that may have been made 
against subject’s life. K 

LOS ANGELES • ^ 

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA : Will maintain 
contact with SBSO regarding any developments in this 
matter. 
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RNMENT 


TO / : Hr. E. S. Mi lit 

-F^OM : W. A. Branig^h 



1 - Mr. E. S. Miller 
1 - Mr. W. A. Branigan 

DATE: 2/1/73 

i 1 - Hr, D. W, Bowers 
1 - Mr. J. P. Lee 


y/ 

Jf Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker_ 


Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. Cleveland. 
■ Mr. Conrad- 


'II- 


sui|ect: SERGEI NIKOL AY^tOURD AKOV, aka 
INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA 


Memorandum reports a request by the Coroner, 

San Bernardino nnunty CaJLLEoaaai-a__•? rrP^-i^n-i -cua_nnrl 

|U|. testimony from 



Mr. Gebhardt 
Mr. Jenkins A 
Mr. MarshalT". 

j&jm “ 

Mr. Purvis. 

Mr. Soyars. 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room — 

Mr. Kinley- 

Mr. Armstrong _ 
Mr. Bowers — 
Mr. Herington _ 

Ms. Herwig_ 

Mr. Mintz- 

Mrs. Neenan _ 


\S 


i.o, 

CMC 


£0, 

o 

LU 

LU 

CO 

CO 


and Bureau Agents concerning the subject 

Kourdakov is the 21 year old Soviet seaman who 
def ?^? ted Canada in 1971 and later entered the U.S. and 
who r accidentally killed himself in California on Januar y 1 

1973 Infor mation developed reveals that Kourdakov and_ 

| | we re in a mote l room and he was showing her a 

revolver which I had given to him for his protectio: 

In order to demonstrate that the gun was safe, he put it to 
his head and pulled the trigger at which time the gun fired 
and killed him.' No evidence has been founcUof any Soviet 
intelligence interest connected with his d/ath. 

M '■ *' 'J /L.' '• _ 

Kourdakov had been ictive in evangelical - Work and 
at the request of Mr. John C.ABroger, Dj/ector. Off ice of 
Information for the Armed^-Eo.ajfc es,,. Eentagon, we interview ed 
Kourdakov in August T 1972. 

and aske 




b7E 


if we would restrict his activities 


in the U.S. and would we afford him protection due to threats 
which had been made against him in Canada. He was given a 
negative answer on both questions. 


Detective 


-, _i San Bernardi no Sheriff 1 s Office 

(SBSO), advised our Los Angeles Office that 1 Coroner , 

San Bernardino County, plans to hold an inguest on or 

. Jp $1412 REG 11 / _ 


SPi:aeli <5) rp, 
<&\\ . . 






b6 

b7C 


b7E 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
RfiJ_SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV, aka 



February 20, 1973,. /Both I ~1 and I I bav a reques ted tha t 


the Bur eau contact,__,_. ,_, 

I I to contact the San Barn a rd inn Sha-H f f » « Office to 


and ask [ 


TO 


[ 


verify details con cerning 
the possibility of I 


and to discuss 


3 


v 


\.y\ Coronet 

also inquired if i 

would be possible for'“the Special Agents of the FBI who 


cessary 


also reported that 


„ ■ ■ * - - 

Landgrebe (R-IND) had sent a letter 


j) i(J. / 


at the inquest if nq 
Congres sman_Earl F/ 
stating that he had [asked the FBI to investigate the Under¬ 
ground Eva ngelis m movement with which the subject was 
connected. I has advised that he notified the Internal 

Revenue Service and the California Tax Franchise Board 
regarding the Underground Evangelism movement and he antici¬ 
pates these agencies would make an inquiry concerning 
possible fraudulent activities on the part of that group. 


■TO 




Request of 


nn 


dl 


on January 3L, 


deems advisable, 


I was f-pIptiVinnipallv furnished 
1973, for whatever action 


Inasmuch as the purpose of the Coroner's hearing 
is to establish the cause of the subject's death, any 
information in possession of the UFO Agents who interviewed 
Kourdakov in August, 1972, would have no bearing on his death 
in January, 1973, and in view of this no Agent should be 
dispatched to testify at a Coroner's hearing in California. 


b7E 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


2 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
Re: SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV, aka 



b7E 


No request to investigate the Underground 
Evangelism movement has been received from. Congressman 
Landgrebe; however, members of his staff have inquired 
of Inspector David Bowers as to whether or not this group 
has been the subject of ah investigation and they have 
been told that the group was never the subject of an 
inve s tigation. 


The Los Angeles Office also recommended that 
John Broger be interviewed to verify the nature of any 
threats which might have been made against the subject by 
the Soviets. No interview with Mr. Broger should be conducted 
since it was determined in August, 1972, from Mr. Broger 
that his connection with Kourdakov was strictly based on 
his affiliation with the same religious organization and 
base d on that he was making Kourdako v available for inter¬ 
view!| k>7E 


ACTION : 

There is attached a teletype to the Los Angeles 
Office and WFO instructing, if you approve, that: 


1. Los Angeles to tactfully advise Coroner 
that the Bureau will not send a WFO Agent to testify since his 
information would not be pertinent. 



3. WFO is instructed not to interview John Broger. 

















Domestic intelligence Division 


Attached relates to Sergei Nikolay 
Kourdakov, Soviet trawler seaman who de¬ 
fected to Canada during 1971 and subse¬ 
quently entered the U.S. Kourdakov killed 
himself in what appears to be an accidental) 
discharge of revolver while demonstrating 
safe condition of weapon to___|at 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Date , 


2/26/73 


Running Springs, California, motel during 
morning 1/1/73. Coroner's inquest into 
death commenced at San Bernardino, Califor-j 
nia, 2/20/73; however, Congressman Earl F. 
Landgrebe (R-Indiana) has requested suspen-j 
sion of inquest until 3/1/73 in order to 
resolve information furnished by unidenti¬ 
fied source who reportedly stated subject 
did not die accidentally but was assassi¬ 
nated . 

He are closely following developments 
[in this matter to insure knowledge of any 
sinister ramifications. 

ACTION: None. For information. 









b7E 


February 26, 1973 


b6 

b7C 


3828 Mitthoofer Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


46236 


Dear 



Thank you for your letter of February 15th, with 
enclosures. Your thoughtfulness in writing and kind comments 
are indeed appreciated. 

Based on the facts presented in the leaflet you 
enclosed, there has been no violation of any Federal law 
coming within the investigative jurisdiction of the FBI; 
therefore, we cannot take the action you suggested. I hope 
you will understand our inability to be of assistance m 
this instance. j 

Sincerely yours, ... / i 

lie Patrick Gray III A ill 1 



£M!l£D a 
FEB 2 61973 


L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 


Bufiles show prior correspondence with 



69 b6 


They contain no derogatory intormation regarding b7c 
Bufiles indicate we have had previous inquiries b7E 


Mr. Felt ___ 

Mr. Baker_„ 

Mr. Callahan _ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Gebhardt__ 

Mr. Jenkins__ 

Mr. Marshall 
Mr. Miller. Atofi 
Mr. Purvis 
Mr. So> ars - . 

Mr. Walters .. .. 

Tele. Room __ 

Mr. Kin ley - 
Mr. Armstrong —. 

Mr. Bowers_ 

Mr. fierington __r 

Ms. Herwig_ 

Mr. Mintz - _ 

Mrs. Wen an_ 


NOTE: 

and June,„ 1972. 
him. (94-^82212) 

concerning "Underground Evangelism" and that this publication 
solicits funds for "Christian Prisoners Behind the Iron Curtain."/jQ 
His enclo€epl leaflet sets forth the details concerning the death \ J 
of Sergej~1Co..urdal cov. Bufiles show Kourdakov was a Soviet seaman 
who ,L defected to'TSTtada in 1971 and later entered the U. S. He 
accidentally killed himself in California on Janu ary 1, 1973. 
Information developed revealed that Kourdakov and 


t were in a motel room and he was showing her a revolver which his 
f father had given him for his protection. In demonstrating that 
' the gun was safe, he put it to his head and pulled the trigger 
at which time the gun fired and killed him. The matter is being 
investigated.by the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Office. This 
letter is being routed to the Domestic Intelligence Division for 
information since Kourdakov is the subject of Bufile| 

' '' ’C ! "’ 

eft: mks (3) J '%> | 

MAIL ROOM C_2j TELETYPE UNIT ZZ! < 
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THl ; SU THINGS have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God: that >e nia> know that 
ye ha\o eternal life, and that ye 
believe on the name of the Son of Got!. 


ftSastview baptist CkurAh 


1 JOHN. 5:13 


3828 Mitthoefer Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46236 


Revj_|, Pastor 

Church phone 898*5681 


Home phone 898-2608 


Indianapolis, Indiana - 


2/15/73 


Dear Mr Gray, 


€> ^ A 

VS 


> 0 J »• • 


Dear Sir, it has been brought to-my attention after receiving 


a paper UNDERGROUND EVANGELISM that a Christian died for his 


faith. Is there anyway that the FBI could investigate into 


to this matter or is this out of there jurisdiction? 


As a preacher of the Word Of God such events trouble be and I 


know of no one who might be able to help in case this might 
happen to me someday. * 


Thank you for taking time to read my letter, and /j? I do 




appreciate the work that you are' doing, and I stand in back of 


you for your upholding of law and order in this our great 


country of America. 


A since 









Pastor 




A/j 


REC-l 


b6 J 


(i!' 



10 FEB 281973 




y yf 


u Zhe Church with a fturdeu for Souls” 




















“RUSS DEFECTOR 
DEATH UNDER PRORE” 

Los Angeles Herald-Examiner, January 2 


“DEFECTOR’S DEATH 

Los Angeles Herald-Examiner, January 3. 


FIRST REPORTED AS SUICIDE, THEN CHANGED: 

“The case took on a mysterious air yesterday when the coroner did not agree with sheriffs, 
deputies that Kourdakov was the victim of apparent suicide.” Los Angeles Herald- 
Examiner, January 3. 



KOURDAKOV HAD WARNED HIS LIFE WAS IN DANGER. TOLD MANY HIS 
DEATH WOULD LOOK LIKE SUICIDE OR ACCIDENT, “BUT DON’T YOU BE¬ 
LIEVE IT!” HE CAUTIONED. 





L. JOE BASS 

UNDERGROUND EVANGELISM 


i Wllh/hilivuiv 


* ^ January 1973 


Dear UE Co-Worker: 

Mine is the sad task this month to tell you of the sudden homegoing of our fellow 
UE worker and my dear friend, Sergei Kourdakov. 

Because of the mystery and confusion surrounding Sergei’s untimely death, I must 
set the record straight, from the facts as we have them at this time, on these points: 

Continued on page 3 
b7E 

SUULUdUKC 











He joyfully testified concerning No pulpit could contain his ef- Sergei shows L. Joe Bass a place 

Christ at every opportunity. fervescent, overflowing Russian in Russia where he raided an 





iiSSSlii 


underground church and found 
one of UE’s Bibles, identical to 
the one in his hand. 


On national television, speaking 
out of first-hand experience, Ser¬ 
gei earnestly told the plight of 
Believers in Russia. Shown here 
during a TV interview. 


Sergei never tired of talking to 
young people about Jesus Christ. 


vitality. Though raised an orphan, 
his love for people shone through 
his natural exuberance, and 
charmed all who heard him. 
(Here he illustrates an incident 
from his life in Russia.) 


Sergei loved his Bible and al¬ 
ways had one at hand. Within 
months of his arrival in Canada, 


Sergei loved people and after 
every meeting he was surrounded 


he owned fourteen Bibles. “I 
burned this Book in Russia. Now 
it has changed my life.” 


by young and old. His infectious 
personality and joyful exuberance 
attracted all ages. 


He loved to tell everybody there 
was only “One Way” — Jesus 
Christ. 


















Continued from page 1 

The threats Sergei's life 

His own beliefswn those threats 
His recent fear 
The perfect place and time 
Unanswered questions and mysteries 
Attempts to discredit Sergei 
His continuing work. 

We know that God is "keeping the books," 
truth as I know it concerning Sergei's death: 



but I want to share with you. 


here. 


the 


THREATS AGAINST HIS LIFE. Though there were several, it was the one made against 
him on Dundas Street West, in Toronto, that Sergei took most seriously. He knew its 
source and he was concerned. 

He was warned to remain silent "or have an accident, the last you'll ever have." 

Later, I asked Sergei if he'd had any more threats on his life. He replied, "No, I 
haven't, and I won't have. They don't threaten twice. Once, and then they act." The 
authorities, informed of that particular threat, also regarded it as serious. Sergei 
spoke of it to many, revealing his concern. 

HIS OWN BELIEFS IN THOSE THREATS. Sergei firmly believed his life was in danger. 

He said so on many occasions. If anything did happen to him, he often said, it would 
"have all the appearances of an accident." That's what he told a group of seven pastors 
and Christian laymen on Monday, October 9, 1972, when questioned about the danger to 
his life. 

Once, while Sergei and I were traveling in New Jersey, we heard someone's death 
reported on radio as "suicide or accident." Afterwards, Sergei looked pensively at me 
and said, "That's the way it'll be for me. It will look like an accident or suicide." 

Another time, when someone said to Sergei, "I don't see so much danger to your 
life," he replied, "I am in considerable danger. I know how they work, because I was 
one of them." It was clear to all that he took the threats on his life seriously. 


HIS RECENT FEAR. A short time ago, while in Washington, D.C., he indicated that he 
feared for his life, and that he needed a weapon for his self protection. He even asked 
several persons to help him get one. He felt he was being followed and an "accident" 
was being "arranged." 


But he remained steadfast in the work to which God had called him. Offered the 
opportunity to go to college and change his life style for one of quiet and reasonable 
security, he declined, stating, "I owe it to my people to continue; I cannot be silent." 
That was his constant aim, even though, as recently as one week before his death, he 
expressed fear that he would lose his life in an "accident." Yet, he refused to let this 
possibility upset his normally jubilant, effervescent self. 


THE PERFECT PLACE AND TIME. What better time than midnight on New Year's Eve, and 
what better place than that small, tourist-packed resort area, for Sergei Kourdakov to 
have an "accident?" 

It's a rural county, mainly desert and mountains, with a small population and 
relatively small law enforcement staff. And it happened on the very day of the year 
during which most police forces are extremely busy, due to holiday accidents and 
incidents. 

At first glance it looked like suicide. And that was the investigating authorities' 
earliest impression. Sergei had warned it would appear that way. 

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS AND MYSTERIES. Though facts uncovered immediately after 
Sergei's death seemed to indicate suicide, they were soon shrouded in mystery. 

Just one example of all the unanswered questions: Sergei was thought to have been 
shot by a .38 caliber weapon, which makes a very loud report when fired. Why didn't 
the people in the very next room hear the gun go off? (They did hear a thump like the 
sound of a falling body.) Why was the sound totally inconsistent with a normal sound 
made by such a weapon? 

These and other mysteries surrounding Sergei's death have not yet been resolved. 

As one Washington source said, "If this fits the pattern of previous defectors' 
deaths, all the facts will never be fully known." 







ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT Jj^RGEI BEGAN IMMEDIATELY AFTER HISpfiEATH. Almost as though 
planned in advance, news ^\ediately flashed around the wor^^ apparently aimed at 
discrediting Sergei's worK^now that his life had ended: 

Rumor one: "Suicide." At home and abroad it was reported that Sergei was unhappy 
and had killed himself. Yet all the pastors and Christian workers, intimately asso¬ 
ciated with Sergei over the past two months, stated that "he was never happier 
and more full of life." 

Rumor two: "He did not believe in God." This rumor was printed widely and dis¬ 
tributed internationally. Experienced pastors, under whose ministries he sat during 
his last two months, testified that he was growing spiritually in the Lord and was one 
of the most deeply sincere Christian men they had met. 

Rumor three: "A scandal or misconduct w i th a girl." This report, too, has been 
widely circulated. However, concrete evidence in the hands of authorities fully dis¬ 
proves these accusations. Official sources completely rule out any misconduct in 
relation to a girl. 

Rumor four: "He was a Communist, a 'pl an t,' a secret Commun i st agent." The major 
investigatory agencies of two large nations, the United States and Canada, thoroughly 
investigated Sergei and accepted his story in full as completely authentic. 

The foregoing rumors were spread internationally within hours after his death, 
and fit the long-term Communist pattern: the removal of the man first, then the dis¬ 
crediting of his work. 

SERGEI'S WORK MUST AND WILL CONTINUE. Persons to whom Sergei spoke hours before 
his death stated, "Sergei said he was doing what he wanted to do because it was the 
Lord's work. He stated that he loved what he was doing, and spoke of his joy in work¬ 
ing with Underground Evangelism." 

Sergei had often warned of the dangers of continuing to speak, but only replied, 

"I owe it." When asked to explain, he said, "I owe it to the Believers I beat, and 
persecuted, and others like them. I owe it to them to tell their story. I must do it. 
whatever the danger." (He said this to many.) 

Sergei was totally committed to his God and his people. The memory of his involve¬ 
ment in the persecution of Believers in Russia before his conversion caused him deep 
anguish of soul. As a Believer, he lived only to tell the story of persecution of the 
Believers in Russia and to help relieve their suffering. He was totally committed to a 
program of getting the Word of God to his people by way of radio and the printed page. 

The work which Sergei was doing must be continued. We cannot bring him back to 
serve any longer in person. But what was near and dear to him will be continued, in his 
memory and in tribute to his love and dedication. 

To this end Underground Evangelism has established the Sergei Kourdakov Memorial 
Fluid, which shall be designated one hundred percent for Bibles and scriptures, for 
literature and radio broadcasting, to take the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Russian 
people. 

If you would care to honor the memory of Sergei and his commitment to God and the 
Believers of Russia, you may do so by contributing to the special Memorial Fund. 

Through this Fund, you can help continue the work to which Sergei had devoted his life. 

He came to us with no mother, father, brothers or sisters. He left us with thou¬ 
sands of mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters. Thank you for your loving memory of 
this courageous young man. 

"A MAN'S LIFE IS NOT MEASURED BY ITS DURATION, BUT BY ITS DONATION. "(Peter Marshall) 








plan, It is SCRIPTURAL IT IS GOD'S PLAN. My friend, 
BELIEVE IT AND FOLLOW IT TODAY. Now is the 

time—Today*is the dcSy. 

"Behold, NOW is the accepted time; behold, NOW 
is the day of salvation."—2 Corinthians 6:2. 

"Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth."—Proverbs 27:1. 

If it is not perfectly clear, READ IT OVER and OVER 
until you understand it. Do not lay this tract down until 
you do. YOUR SOUL is worth more than all the world. 

"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose HIS OWN SOUL? Or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"—Mark 
8:36, 37. 

BE SURE YOU ARE SAVED. YOU NEED SALVATION 
ABOVE EVERYTHING ELSE. IF YOU LOSE YOUR SOUL 
YOU MISS HEAVEN AND LOSE ALL. GOD HELP YOU 
TO BE SAVED TODAY. 

He will save you and also KEEP YOU 

"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it."—1 Corinthians 10:13. 

DO NOT trust your feelings. They change. STAND on 
GOD'S PROMISES. They NEVER change. 

AFTER YOU ARE SAVED THERE ARE THREE THINGS 
TO PRACTICE DAILY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH: 

PRAY— You talk to God. READ YOUR BIBLE— God 
talks to you. WITNESS— You talk for God. 

"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before My Father which 
is in Heaven.”—Matthew 10:32. Author—Ford Porter 
If you are saved, send us word that we may rejoice 
with you. Address: LIFEGATE, P. O. Box 891, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, U.S.A. 46206. 

TWO HUNDRED FIFTY MILLION copies of THIS 
TRACT have been produced in more than eighty lan¬ 
guages and Braille. If interested in helping to reach the 
lost, order a supply. Specify—#DLX 

COPYRIGHT-LIFEGATE, INC.-I956 PRINTED IN U.S.A. 
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SHSIVISW BHBIBI QHURQH 
3828 N. Mitthoeffer Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Sunday School. 10:00 A.M. 

Morning Worship. 11:00 A.M. 

Training Hour (All Ages). 5:30 P.M. 

Evening Worship. 6:30 P.M. 

Wednesday Prayer Service. 7:30 P.M. 


Free Bus Transportation-Call 898—5681 
WILLIAM H. HEISLER, JR., PASTOR 
"The Church with a Burden for Souls" 
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My Friend: I am asking you the most important ques- 
tion of life. Your joy or your sorrow for all ETERNITY 
depends upon it. The Question is: Are you SAVED? it is 
not if you are a member of some church, but. Are you 
SAVED? It is not how good you are, but, ARE YOU 
SAVED? No one can enjoy the blessings of God or go to 
Heaven without being saved. Jesus said to Nicodemus in 
John 37 "YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN." God gives us in 
His Word the ONLY plan for Salvation. The Plan is 
simple, you can be saved TODAY. 

First, my friend, you must realize YOU ARE A SINNER. 

“There is none righteous, no, not one."—Romans 
3:10. 

“For there is no difference: For ALL have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God.“—Romans 
3:22, 23. 

There is NO CHANCE to be saved unless you come to 
realize you are a SINNER. 

Because you are a sinner, you are CONDEMNED 
TO DIE. 

“For the wages of sin is death.”—Romans 6:23. 

“Sin, bringeth forth death."—James 1:15. 

This means separation from God, in HELL, FOREVER. 
How terrible. Yes, my friend, but it is true. But God loved 
you so much that HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, 
Jesus Christ, as your SUBSTITUTE, Who bore YOUR sin, 
and died in YOUR pface. 

“He hath made HIM (Jesus) to be SIN for US, who 
knew no sin; that WE might BE MADE the RIGHT¬ 
EOUSNESS of God in HIM."—2 Corinthians 5:21. 

“Who His OWN SELF bare OUR sins in HIS own 
body on the tree, that WE, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes YE WERE 
HEALED."—1 Peter 2:24. 

Jesus had to die. He had to shed HIS BLOOD. 

“For the LIFE of the flesh IS IN THE BLOOD."— 
Leviticus 17:11. 

“Without the SHEDDING OF BLOOD there is no 
remission.”—Hebrews 9:22. 


Now we cannot understand how our sin was laid upon 
Jesus, but God says in HIS WORD^at it was. SO YOUR 
SIN, my friend, was laid UPON JS&IS and HE DIED IN 
YOUR PLACE. It is true. God cannot lie. 

The Philippian jailor asked Paul and Silas: “What must 

I DO to be SAVED?" 

“And they said, BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and THOU SHALT BE SAVED, and thy house.”—Acts 
16:31. 

Simply believe on Him as the one who bore YOUR 
SIN, DIED in YOUR PLACE, was buried and was raised 
for YOUR JUSTIFICATION. Now call upon Him. 

“For WHOSOEVER shall call upon the name of the 
Lord, SHALL BE SAVED."—Romans 10:13. 

The first prayer for a SINNER to pray is given in Luke 
18:13—“God be merciful TO ME A SINNER." Now you 
are a sinner and surely you are sorry because of it. 
Right NOW, wherever you are lift your heart to God in 
prayer. It does not take a long, loud prayer, for God is 
ANXIOUS to save you. Just say: Oh God, I am a sinner, 
I am sorry, I repent, have MERCY upon me, and SAVE 
me for Jesus' sake. Now just take HIM at His Word. 

“For WHOSOEVER, (that includes YOU) shall call 
upon the name of the Lord, SHALL BE SAVED, (SHALL 
BE, not might or can, but) SHALL BE SAVED."— 
Romans 10:13. 

Just take God at His WORD. When you have done 
what He has asked, CLAIM SALVATION BY FAITH, 
according to HIS WORD. BELIEVE AND THOU SHALT 
BE SAVED. No church, no lodge, no good works, NO 
ONE BUT JESUS ONLY CAN SAVE YOU. 

The simple plan of salvation is: YOU ARE A SINNER; 
because you are a sinner you MUST DIE or else believe 
on Christ who was YOUR SUBSTITUTE and died in 
YOUR PLACE, was buried and was raised again. Just 
call upon GOD, REALIZING you are a sinner and ask 
Him to have mercy upon you and save you for JESUS' 
SAKE. Then just take HIM AT HIS WORD and BY FAITH 
CLAIM SALVATION. You say, “Surely that is not all that 
is necessary to do to be saved." Yes it is, absolutely all. 
Thank God many have been won to Christ by this simple 
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PAGE TWO 

> 0 SUSPEND THE INQUEST UNTIL 3/1/73, IN ORDER 

that this matter can be cleared up. | | did not know if 

CONGRESSMAN LANDGREBE WOULD TESTIFY AT THE INQUEST. 

INQUEST HAS BEEN GIVEN LOCAL RADIO AND NEWSPAPER 

COVERAGE. HEADLINE ARTICLE APPEARING IN LOS ANGELES HERALD 

EXAMINER ON 2/23/73, STATED LANDGREBE TOLD CORONER | 

"THIS DEATH WAS SOMETHING OTHER THAN WHAT W E*VE B EEN TOLD", 

AND THAT HE INDICATED HE HAD NEW EVIDENCE. | | STATED, 

ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, THAT LANDGREBE IS EXPECTED TO 

TESTIFY WHEN THE INQUEST CONTINUES ON 3/1/73. 

| | STATED HE SENT A LETTER TO THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE (USDS) REQUESTING IF THE SOVIET EMBASSY COULD FURNISH ANY 

DATA REGARDING SUBJECT FOR PURPOSE OF VERIFYING HIS BACKGROUND. 

THE LETTER WAS FORWARDED TO THE SOVIET EMBASSY BY USDS AND HE 

HAS NOT YET RECEIVED A REPLY. STATED HE PLANS TO CALL THE 

SOVIET EMBASSY WITHIN A FEW DAYS IF HE DOES NOT GET A RESPONSE. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

LOS ANGELES WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH THE SBSO REGARDING 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS MATTER. 

END 
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. J 

MAY 1852 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (<1 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES (j^^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 3/9/73 


FRO 


d 


,0S ANGELES 

d 


(P) 


subject: SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV, aka 
IS-R 

00: Los Angeles 




Re Seattle letter to Los Angeles dated 3/1/73 
captioned "SERGEI KOURDAKOV, INFORMATION CONCERNING". 


Enclosed for information of Seattle is one xerox 
copy of an article appearing in the Los Angeles Times on 
3/2/73 which summarizes the events surrounding subject’s 
death. 
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Subject was born on 3/1/51 in Novosibirsk, U.S.S.R. 
and jumped ship while serving as a radio operator on a Soviet 
trawler in 1971 and swam ashore near Vancouver, British 
Columbia. He subsequently entered the United States and was 
employed as a speaker by the Underground Evangelism group, 

1222 South Glendale Avenue, Glendale, California. As indi¬ 
cated in the newspaper article, his death was ruled accidental 
by the coroner’s jury in San Bernardino, California. 


Detective 


San Bernardino Sheriff’s Office, 


San Bernardino, California, has advised that their investi¬ 
gation developed no information indicating foul play on the 
-part of the Soviets or other individuals in regard to subject’s 
death. 


In view of the implications made in the letter 
received at Seattle from WILLIAM G. DORSING, Los Angeles fee 
this individual should be interviewed. 
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For information of the Bureau, Seattle received a 
letter from DORSING in which he indicated there was material 
available in the Bellingham area and State of Washington re¬ 
garding subject, however, no spf ri £3 c dpf.a 11 a wpr & mpjftt^hned . 
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?eau (_BMl 
2 - Seattle 


](RM) 


1 - Los Angeles" 








16 MAR 12 1973 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Flan 
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SEATTLE 

AT ACME, WASHINGTON : Interview WILLIAM G. DORSING, 
Box 97 j Acme, Washington Tor" any pertinent and positive 
information he may have concerning the subject. 
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SAC, Los Angeles 


1 - Mr. J» P. Lee 
4/3/73 
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Acting Director, FBI 


V / 


:/ 


SEEGSI NIKOLAY KGULD/ICO?, aka 
IS - R 


Pveurairtel 3/12/73. 

Bureau does not desire to have LTO contact the 
Chief Investigator for the Senatd Subcommittee on Internal 
Security to determine the contents of a manuscript which 
was in the possession of the subject atL-tha-tiica, of his 
death, Any such inquiry uhich Coroner 


of 


San Bernardino County desires to have made should be made 
by his office and not by the Bureau. 
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Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. Cleveland . 
Mr. Conrad_ 


JPLiaeh (-6) 

NOTE: 

* * Kourdakov is a Soviet defector who accidentally 
( illed himself, 1/1/73,in San Bernardino, California* The 
[coroner of that county has been conducting a large scale 
investigation and has concluded that the subject accidentally 
killed himself. * The coroner noted that some manuscript that 
had been in the subject's possession was in Washington with 
Chief* -Investigator for the Senate Subcommittee on Internal 
Security and* Los Angeles set out a ’'lend requesting Chief 
Investigator be contacted to verify the manuscript contained 
no information of a security or intelligence nature. * It is 
not believed th is should be done by the Bureau and Supervisor 
Iwas so instructed by telephone call on 3/16/73. 
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Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr. Marshall_ 

Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kin ley_ 

Mr. Armstrong 
Mr. Bowers_ 
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Mr, Herington. 

Ms. Herwig_ 

Mr. Mintz_ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


* 

Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 
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F-*B 1 



Date: 3/12/73 



(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIR 

MAIL (REGISTERED) 


(Priority) ^ j 


W 


X 

X 

V 




TO: 

PR 



LOS ANGELES 


RE: 



FBI 



>0?) 



SERGEI NIKOLAY 1 
IS-R 

00: Los Angeles 


URDAKOV, aka 


V v- ; 

K-'.-V C ’ 1 ■ f 

pj ' 

Re Los Angeles teletype to Bureau dated 2 / 23/735 
and Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 1/24/73 (copy to WFO). 

Enclosed for information of Bureau is a copy 
of an article appearing in the Sun Telegram Newspaper, 

San Bernardino, California, setting out results of the 
coroner's inquest at San Bernardino on 3/1/73* in which a 

the jury ruled that subject accidentally shot himself. Kr i 

The nature of the "New Evidence" referred to by Congressman/ 
EARL LANDGREBE is also explained. 


On 3/7/73j Coroner_ 

that thamanuscripts in subject's possession at 


San Bernardino County, 

the 


advised 

time of his deat'h are still in Wash ington. D.C. in the care 
of Chief Investigator l l of Senator STROM THUR MOND'S 

Subcommittee on Internal Security. He stated| |can be 

reached at the N ew Sen ate Office B uilding, telephone number 
225-8247. |stated | ’ 

of the subject dealt witn a 
information of an internal security nature. 

manuscripts are supposed to be returned to him sometime in the_ 
future. He stated the natn,re of the manuscripts could be, 
verified through 


told him that the manuscripts 
story he was wri,fc±n£_contained no 

\ stated the 
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"1|)- Bureau)t|ri^ l ) 
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Washington 
2 - Los An*|el^p 

PWJ/amc 

( 6 ) - 


Id Office)(RM) 



Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1969 O - 346-090 (11) 










LEAD 


WASHINGTON FIELD 

* 

< 

AT WASHINGTON. D.C.; It is requested that Chief I 
Investigator! | above } he contacted in order to j 

verify that suDjeci's manuscripts contained no information 1 
of a security or intelligence nature. * 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



By DENNIS POLLOCK T . 

• • Sun-Telegram Staff Writer 

/ SAN BERNARDINO — A coroners 
i jury, after two hours .of deliberation, 
yesterday ruled Soviet defector Sergei 
f Kourdakov accidentally shot himself‘to 
> death New Year’s Eve in a Running 
! Springs motel cabin. 

*1 '* An Indiana Congressman had provided 
the inquest with allegations Kourdakov 
iriay have been assassinated, and those 
allegations were rebutted yesterday. 

*'• Information concerning an alleged 
•Statement >by the Rev. Kenneth Baugh; 


1 J Vl s /ni 

jnan, .of Auburn, Ind., was'.contained'in: 
Affidavits which Rep. Earl F. Landgrebe*: 
R-Ind., sent to County Coroner Bill Hill| 
Last week Hill postponed the inquest t 
until yesterday after receiving a phonal. 
call' from Landgrebe. At that, time the 
congressman referred to new informa- : 
tion in the case. ’ 

The ^affidavits are from two women 
who attended a chur.ch meeting sponsor¬ 
ed’ by Underground Evangelism of Glen¬ 
dale, the organization for which Kourda< 
kov lectured. . ' 

' The women said the Rev; Baughman} 



t. ' 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Page 1, Section B 
-Sun Telegram 
San Bernadinoy. ’Calif. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN, ISUNCIASSIFI! 



Friday, 3/2/73 
Dennis Pollock 


Date: 
Edition: 
Author: 
Editor: 
Title: 


Character: 
or 

Classification! 


Submitting Office 
| | Being Investigated 


Los Angeles 
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a film representative foi? Underground 
Evangelism, told a Remington, Ind., 
audience on Jan. 17 that Kourdakov was 
, killed and implied he was assassinated. 

A Cerritos girl who was alone with 
• Kourdakov when he died from a gunshot 
wound to the head testified last week she 
thought the shooting was an accident. 

Sheriff’s Del. Jim Cox testified yester¬ 
day that he called the Rev. Baughman on 
Monday and asked him about statements 
the pastor made at the Remington Bible 
Baptist Church. 

The Rev. Baughman denied that he had 
implied the death was an assassination, 
although he may have said Kourdakov 
was killed. He said he based that infor- 

5 at ion on a newsletter, sent out - by Un- 
mground Evangelism, headquarters. 
Last week L. Joe Bass, director of 
. nderground Evangelism, told newsmen 
Rep. Landgrebe’s information did not 
come from the Glendale organization.. 

The last person called to testify'at 
the inquest was Bass. He was sternly 
questioned by Coroner Hill concerning 
alleged inferences by Bass that the death 
investigation was not thorough. 

In a newsletter issued by Bass follow¬ 
ing the death, the Underground Evangel¬ 
ism director stated: “It’s (San Bernar¬ 
dino County) a rural' county, mainly des¬ 
ert and mountains with a small popula¬ 
tion and relatively small law enforci 
ment staff.” ‘ 

’ After quoting from that statement,'Hi! 
asked him if he still believed that. t 
iBass said that “as counties go, it’s *a 
l iral county',” but you have a very good 
’iivestigatbry-service.” 

‘ Hill’told- ; Bass the county covers 20,000 


(Continued From Metro Page) 

^ 4 ..—ws a ' 

Square miles, has a population of over 
720,000 and a sheriff’s office staff of 700. 

I 1 ‘The reason I asked that,” Hill told' 
the inquest, “as you know I was sub- 
peonaed to Washington and the first few 
hours I was there I was treated as 

• though I might have come from that 
hick county that you described to them, 
but after I explained to them they did' 

' put me up in finer quarters and treated 
me accordingly.” 

-Testimony by Bass came after Det. 

• cox told jurors he spent about 200 hours. 
' on the investigation and other sheriff's 

personnel spent a total of another 200 
hours. ■ • 

; L 'Hill asked Cox to what he would as¬ 
cribe the death. 

j - iCox asked in return, “Are you seeking 
I a!? opinion, sir?” 

- feill said he was and Cox replied, “My 
personal 'opinion is that the death re¬ 
sulted from an accidental discharge (of 
alrevolver).” ‘ • ' 

! ;-Earlier yesterday an agent, with the 
federal bureau of Plcohol, Tobacco and 
,■ Firearms testified he did not feel a Rus- 
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sian- youth would be familiar with the 
type of borrowed revolver Kourdakov. 
had with him in the cabin. 

His testimony, Cox’s and that of a 
criminalist indicated Kourdakov did not 

■ know which way the cylinder turned on 
the .38 caliber, five-shot Smith and Wes¬ 
son revolver. 

A bullet "from this gun killed the, de¬ 
fector'. 

The jury last week heard testimony 
from the girl who was with Kourdakov 
on the fatal night. She said he had re- 
. moved one bullet from the weapon and 
had told her that was a safety measure , 
to keep it from firing accidentally. (| 
The girl, Ann Johnson, 17, of Cerritos,!- 
has stated he was joking with her and; 
picked up the gun. When she glanced ah . 
a television set, a shot rang out and he 
slumped to the floor mortally wounded, 
she testified. 

There had been some speculation Miss . 
Johnson may have given a different ac¬ 
count of the death in tape recorded in-. 

■ lerviews with Bass. The coroner yester¬ 
day said there was nothing on those tape 
recordings, to which he and a sheiiffs. 

\' detective listened; that conflicted with 
. her public testimony. 

“She is telling the truth,” Hill told tnfj 
: inquest, “arid she told it over and over 
and over on those tapes.”* ■ ■ j 
i Hill said there was nothing on the laps 
••outside of a lot of interrogation of a 

17 "ln ea an 1C apparcnt response to rumors 
Kourdakov was working on official gov-. 
•ernment forms while staying at the mo; 
tel Det Cox testified Kourdakov was 

SStead working »« > book al >“ 
motel. *. ---- 
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Attached is t&e translation which yon requested 
i>Y letter elated 3/19/73* 

Ska contents thereof* whoro pertinent* mot bo 
reported under appropriate captions and afforded whatever 
investigative attention is necessary* 

She foreign language mfcotriall is returned herewith* 


me. (3) 


Al 


1 - Can Proncxsc© - enc* I Y~f\ytj£t( 
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SUMMARY FROM RUSSIA# 


Six clippings from Russian-language newspapers. 

*s # # 

<1) Article, "Who is the Killer?” from the news¬ 
paper ”0ur pays”, dated Wednesday, January 17, 1073j 

The article cites report from the Los Angeles 
’'Times” of January IX, 1073, regarding the death of 
Sergey Kurdakov, soviet defector, who ’’turned to God,” 

The article quotes Kurdakov as stating that 
if anyone ever hears that he had died in an accident 
or committed suicide, they should not believe this, 
implying that he may become a victim of'’secret Soviet 
organs.*' 


* $ * 

(1) Article, ”The Kremlin Mafia strides 
Through the World, I n memory of Sererey Kurdakov., Victim 
of Soviet Terror,” by I I from the news¬ 

paper ’’Russian Life,” dated February 3, 1073. 

This is a diatribe against crimes committed 
by the soviets abroad# such as political assassinations, 
kidnapping, espionage, blackmail, etc., all of which ’’have 
roots in the foreign sections of the Kremlin Mafia in 
the free world*” 

The writer thinks that the so-called ’’suicide” 
of Sergey Kurdakov was one of such political murders* 


An announcement surrounded by a black border, 
states that a requiem service was held at the St* Hieholas 
Cathedral in Seattle, for a repose of the soul of Sergey 
Kurdakov (sponsored by the ’’Freedom’s Lighthouse Fund”). 
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(3) Article, "What the Pfirm1.fi Who Knew Sergey 

Kurdakov, Think of His Heath," toy _ frow the 

newspaper "Russian hlfe" (no date or me issue is given) . 

The writer briefly outlines the story of the 
supposed suicide of Sergey Kurdakov, expressing regret 
that the ease was so lightly dismissed by the press and 
authorities. 

The writer says that the people, who knew 
Kurdakov would like to know, who was the woman who called 
the Sheriff regarding the suicide. The newspaper, "Russian 
nife” was one of the first to warmly support S. Kurdakov, 
following his ©scape from a Soviet ship and corresponded 
with him; it promised to help him arrange an anticommunist 
talk in San Francisco in the near future. 

The people, who knew him, feel that he would 
never end his life toy suicide, toeing a man of strong will 
and persistent character, who made firm decisions and 
adhered to them. Me was happy, because he was free and 
had found a new purpose in life. 

The writer concludes by saying that there is a 
strong belief on the part Of those who knew him, that 
this was murder and they Wish that the proper authorities 
would treat the case differently. "There were too many 
similar cases before, both in West Germany and in the 
tr. s. we should take steps in this direction and we are 
doing it," says the writer* 

* # * 

(4) Article captioned "The End of the Road," 
from the newspaper "Our Bays," dated January 10, 1073* 

The article essentially reports the known 
details of Sergey Kurdakov's accidental death, and 
mentions the fact, that while Jturdakov was recently in 
Toronto, two unidentified individuals nearly succeeded 
in pushing him under the wheels of an oncoming car and 
that he had been receiving many threatening anonymous 
letters lately* 


2 






(5) and (6) Two installments of an article, 
"One of Many,” from January 24 and 31» 1973, issues of 
the newspaper ”Our Pays,” in which Sergey Kurdakov tells 
about his early life and antireligious activities, while 
a member of the young Communist league in the USSR, his 
gradual conversion and escape from a soviet ship. 
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On January 2 6 . 19 73. -E ebruarv 6 and 7,1973, /V ' 
and February 23, 1973, advised that approximately 

January 3, 1973, he read in Thd Seattle newspapers that 
, one SERGEI KURDAKOV, a Soviet defector who deserted 

^ h his ship in Canada was found shot and dead in a California^!!! 
c iC ski area. Lfyr ill 

^ r\ Subsequent to this time, the informant observed® I 

vy* articles concerning KURDAKOV in various Russian and jluj 

\ ^ Ukrainian language newspapers. |||t 

< ^ According to these articles, KURDAKOV in his f 'f I 

^ younger days was a Kommsomol, (Communist youth) leader I [j 
in Kamchatka. Later he was ^converted to Christianity 11 l 
v7 and subsequently defected from a Soviet ship in Canada f&lfr 
(^1 in 1971. . Imk 

After his defection he went to Toronto, |f(f Vj\ 

vft'Canada, where two men attempted to abduct him from I an *1 

jfl/T'* a trolley car and place him into an automobile; however, Vf » 
KURDAKOV escaped. During the above time, he was • /y 

^ rrreceiving threatening letters for having spoken against 
^ S Soviet repression of religion in the Evangelical Russian 
Church. 

Informant advised that the data in the above 
S'-.. Russian language newspapers raised the question as to whether 


KURDAKOV shot himself or whether he had been shot by 




someone under the direction of the 


"3*^ Bureau (Enc (rm)REC 27 
San Francikejsr (RM) ^ i 

1 - Sacramento^RM) |- : — 

2 - Los AngeKps (RM) 

2 - Seattle 1 - 

RHC/rlg T-QSQ: 
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buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Attached herewith for the Bureau are the 

'following: 

1. Article captioned "Who Killed” from the 

Russian newspaper "Our Days”, dated Wednesday, 
January 17, 1973. < 

2. An article concerning KURDAKOV from the 
newspaper "Russian Life” published in 
San Francisco, California. 

3. Article from the same newspaper published in 
San Francisco. 

4. Article captioned "And Live” published in 
"Our Days” Russian newspaper dated Wednesday, 
January 10, 1973. 

5. Article in newspaper "Our Days” issue dated 
January 24, 1973. 



6. Article in issue of "Our Days” dated January 31, 
1973. 


b6 
b7C 
b7D 

KURDAKOV in a Russian Language newspaper and the latter 
stated he was extremely interested in obtaining any 
information informant could obtain concerning SERGEI. 

KURDAKOV. 
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Bureau is requested to have the above mentioned 
material reviewed to ascertain whether it contains 
pertinent data of intelligence interest”in connection with the 
captioned individual and furnish results to the receiving offices. 
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SAC, 


Seattle 



Acting Director, FBI 
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Attached is the final portion of the translation 
which you requested by letter dated 4/16/73* 

The contents thereof, where pertinent, nust be 
reported under appropriate captions and afforded whatever 
investigative attention is necessary* 

The foreign language material is returned herewith* 
Material in English is retained in Eufile, 


Dac. (4) 


1 

1 
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Acs Angeles I_ 

Can Francisco - one. 
Sacramento ~ one. 

Mr. E. S. Miller (Attn: 
enclosure 


- one. 


ci-i), 



sent direct with 



Mr. Felt. 


Mr. Baker. 


Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad. 


Mr. Gebhardt_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ Jr 

.11 1 


Mr. Marshall. 


Mr. Miller, E.$. 1* 


Mr. Soyars 
Mr. Thompson 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room _ 
Mr. Kinley 


Mr. Armstrong_ 

Mr. Bowers r\ 

Mr. Herington V 

Ms. Henvig__ 

Mr. Mintz. 
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ALL INFOEMAflCW COMTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-17-2014 BY ADG/J75J65T61 


SUMMARY FROM RUSSIAN 


Article " Investigation oi Sergey Kurdakov'a Case Discontinued ," 
froa "Rovoyo Russkoyo Slovo," dated March 11, 1973. 


The article sets forth certain details connected with 
the death of Sergey Kurdakov, which led to the conclusion that 
the death was indeed accidental and not an assassination by 
the KGB agents mde to look like suicide. 
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May 31, 1973 
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* FBI AUTGI&TIC DECLASSIFICATICK GUIDE 
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date: 


4/16/73 
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SUBJECT 
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SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV 
IS - R 

00: Los Angeles 


CLA 8 

DEC! 


ONT 25 X / 



£5 

gp\| 

o/w » 

H * 5 


Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau, (feted 3/9/73, 
and Seattle letter dated 3/19/73. x ^ 

. .I- X 


On April 5, 197 3 , 
number of items which he obtfeinec 


J made available a 
Trough Church Circles 


*,18 


in Seattle, and published by the Underground Evangelism 
Organization, P.0. Box 808, Los Angeles, California, and 
Box 1296, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. These are being 
furnished Los Angeles and the Bureau for information, since 
they pertain to the captioned individual. . 


i 

•: J Sox) 

; ?"7\ 4 v 
ir< \» X 


1. Underground Evangelism magazine, dated 
April, 1973, in English language. 



» 
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X 2. Single page from the above magazine 

i .'xY captioned "A Russian ’Jesus Baby’ Pays a Price" in 
1 I English. 
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3. Single page from the above magazine, captioned 
"Pastor Imprisoned" in English. 


4. Page 14 from above magazine, containing 
iptioned "USSR Steps Up War on Church To Keep 
jine" in English. 

5. Single pag£) c-iptioned "The Chinese Are Coming". 


Bureau (Ene l. 8 X / *ENpL 
1 - Los Angeles | 

1 - San Francisco (RM)(Info) 


jX OS^E ATTACHES^ 

I (Enel. 8) (RM) (Info! 


1 - Sacramento (RM) (Info) - 

3 - Seattle r JL \ C r - 

RHC/rlg & Mvfj” 

't/o'. (Cw->,,, v/ofaz 
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BondsPayroll Savir, 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Who Loved God 


Single page captioned "Two Young Russians\E^©Ib fjf 
" both above in English. 


7. Article in the publication "Persecuted Church" 
published by the Voice of Salvation, P.0. Box 636, Montebello, 
California, number one, in Russian Language. 


8. Article in Russian from the "Russian Daily" ^ 
"novoye Russkoye Slovo" in Russian. 


It is being left to the discretion of the Bureau 
whether it desires to have the Russian language literature 
translated. 


Results of Interview with WILLIAM G. DORSING, 
Acme, Washington, will be submitted in the near future. 
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OUR SUPREME PURPOSE / Christ's command, 
“Go ye into all the world, and pleach the gospel 
to every creature” Mark 16:15 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We believe (he Bible to bo the verbally inspired Word it God; tho only infallible rule 
of faith and practice. We believe in the eternal Deity oi our lord Jesus Christ; in Hts 
virgin birth; in His substitutionary death on Calvary for c jr sins; His bodily resurrection 
from the grave We believe in salvation by faith through the shed blood of Jesus Christ 
We believe that all men are lost apart from the saving grace of Jesus Christ We 
believe that the true Church* «s composed of all those who have been born again. Wt 
believe in the present working and moving ot the Holy Spirit in the lives of men and 
women. Wa believe in carrying out the Great Commission; to evangelize is a vrtat part 
of our Christian responsibility We believe rn the personal return ol Jesus Christ, God s 
only begotten Son. to this earth. 

SPREADING THE GOSPEL in Russia, Red Germany, Bulgaria, Czecho¬ 
slovakia, Rumania, Hungary, Poland, Yugoslavia, Albania, Cuba, China, 
(Radio) North Korea, Mongolia. 

HOW WE WORK: Although we use every avenue of religious freedom 
open, WE DO NOT STOP THERE We do not limit the Gospel outreach to 
the boundaries imposed by atheistic communism Our precept is the 
principle laid down by the apostles in Acts 5:29, We ought to obey God 
rather than men ’ 

HOW WE ARE SUPPORTED: Underground Evangelism is an interdenomi¬ 
national ministry supported by individuals, churches, and missionary 
groups from many denominations actively interested in the spread of 
God's Word in communist lands. 

OUR FINANCIAL POLICV: All gills are used 100% as designated by the 
donor. Thus, gifts for Bibles, Literature, the Martyrs Relief Fund and other 
such ministries go in lull, without deduction, for those ministries. 

TO OUR CANADIAN FRIENDS; Underground Evangelism of Canada (legal 
name: Christian Evangelism Center) is a government recognized, non 
profit Canadian missionary organization Gilts sent to the Canadian office, 
P O. Box 1296, Calgary 2, Alberta, are tax deductible and will be acknowl¬ 
edged with an official receipt 
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Christian commitment continue to come into the UE 
offices from across the U.S., from Christian leaders 
who knew him. God used this unique young man to 
touch many thousands in a most unusual way. 
Testimony of changed lives and renewed dedication 
to Christ continue to pour into the UE office. In this 
issue you will read some of these testimonies of what 
God accomplished through this life. Even in his death 
the impact of Sergei’s life is felt. 

One of^the purposes of this issue of the magazine 
is to present e more complete picture of this young 
man whom God permitted to come into our lives and 
bless us all. Yet, Sergei, himself, would be the first to 
state that he was just a part of the larger work of God 
for the people living in Communist countries. As 
always, with the work of God, one person may pass 
from the scene, but the work of God continues. So it 
is with the work and ministry shared by Sergei and all 
who participate in one way or another in this 
endeavor. We move onward. 

Sergei's love for the people of Russia and his 
eagerness to bring Christ’s message to them, his 
honesty about his own part in the persecution of 
Russian Christians, his courage in proclaiming his 
conversion from Communism to Christ in the face of 
threats — these qualities have endeared him to 
thousands of people and confronted them with the 
claims of Jesus Christ. 

It is with a sense of obligation to the work and 
dedication of Sergei Kourdakov that we present in 
this issue a few more details in the life of this child of 
God "called to the Kingdom" for this brief time of 
ministry to us all. 

The message of the saving grace of Jesus Christ 
proclaimed by Sergei Kourdakov is timeless and 
will continue. 


UNDERGROUND EVANGELISM MAGAZINE 




1. Without father or mother, children were shown 
no love by Communist "aunts" and "uncles" who 
ran children's homes. Only "family" Sergei (center) 
knew during his growing up years was his fellow 
orphans. 


© © © 



2. Children in homes developed own "caste" sys¬ 
tem. Sergei fought way up, to become "king" of 
Barysevo Children's Home. Loss of tooth, knocked / ; ' 
out in fight for leadership, was small price to pay 
for victory. 

•** f. . A 



From six years to sixteen-and-a-half, Sergei, orphaned at four, lived in State-operated children's homes. The 
brutal treatment of the children and their hard life in these homes is detailed in Sergei's forthcoming full- 
length book. 



nearby army base. Note background. Here children, 
who sided with management and spied against fel¬ 
low orphans, were punished by Sergei, "King of 
Barysevo" and "lieutenants." Shut up in footlockers, 
"spies" suffered painfully, as they were rolled down 
precipice. Few ever continued spying activities. 


4. From earliest years, 
in school and children's 
homes, Sergei was 
indoctrinated in Communism 
and taught against Cod 
and Believers. His Communist 
Youth League membership 
papers are shown. 
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S. Supported by friends, Sergei returns from hos¬ 
pital, where he almost died from slab in back. 
Wound was received when he was "jumped" by 
members of rival gang while he served as under¬ 
world narcotics courier. 



Sergei began his naval training at seventeen, spending his first yea. at Alexander Popov Naval Academy in 
Leningrad (August, 1967 to July, I960). . , . , 

While enroule to his new base in Kamchatka Province, Siberia, he spent three weeks at Blagovcs hrhe .on 

the Amur River during border fights between Russia and China. Arriving at l e ava ca emy i 
lovsk in late September, 1968, he was based there until January, 1971. 

From January, 1971, unlit September, 1971, he was at sea on three occasions, the las. of winch brought hr... 
to his escape point off the coast of North America. 
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lTsergei7nd Ids fellow naval cadets, at Petropavlovsk Naval Academy, on dress parade. 
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3. Sergei In Siberia, near Petro- 
pavlovsk Naval Base, looks out on 
Russian boat. 
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4. Sergei's address bock, preserved but suffering water dam¬ 
age during escape swim. 
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1. Sergei was Communist Youth Leader over these and 1200 other cadets at Petropavslovsk Naval Acad¬ 
emy. From among these Sergei chose 20 top men for a special police attack squad and led them in bru¬ 
tal action aeainst underground churches. 
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I'i ' ' • •; ‘ v . A u *■*£' •*?*'&• **■ Vr **'** •*. * '**/.: 


- ► . s * t*. - t 

4 ••• * [:V; - 

.—^.,. 1 - 1 r ’ • • « ' -* -. 


i v 




V ■ t WV'W * 

i \ ■'-•■M Caaaro Ccesra fieoytotoa 
1 ;MgigwaaMa , Cea8g tf a9« aeB okceera 




f .■■;■: 

1 


- . >■• - e A i- 

f! t^,", •: BB7EBJi.HO 

:. | oo' 

* I Or & £53*^**^^ 

$ I ^ W a ! ti 


^;>JJ o4'B 0 :B o 

ir.«0<5» 



yjmqTODEPeHHB; > 

Too. i£&~ 

* >7 E ;&&&& p?on, ttwffofr.* r .>. 

_ ^ 

flBAflemCfl ApyXUtHHKkOW. , . «••• 

Ham npaBo, opes EeaSse&dcecTtV fpc$3sa?& @? 
rpawjtsa, Hapyuiatotass ®fitac«TO©U0UQ aeppacs, 
OpeA^SBBeHilH AOKyBeBTOB, €CmaBSVE» BKta 0 B3py* 

...a .. AtfniA«anhniiA»it h nA«wnncn«HL rn; -c* 


2. Sergei Kourdakov's police license, identifying him as a member of the Special Police Action Squad 



3. Sergei's close friend, Alexan¬ 
der Gulyaev, also a member of 
Anti-Christian Attack Squad. 



4. A view of Petropavlovsk, showing house (circled) where one of 
150 raids, led by Sergei against Believers, took place. 
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Hundreds of expressions of 
sympathy have poured in to the 
UE office since the homegoing of 
our co-worker and brother in 
Christ, Sergei Kourdakov. Some 
were heart-felt letters; others, 
deeply expressive poems; one, a 
beautiful pencil sketch of Sergei. 

All the communications had 
these things in common: they in¬ 
dicated a deep and genuine love 
for Sergei; a warm, heart-felt kin¬ 
ship with him expressed in state¬ 
ments like these: "We felt he was 
part of our family." "He was just 
like our son." "He seemed like 
my very own brother." 

The letters came from people 
of all ages, a great volume of them 
from young people, in which they 
told of renewed dedication to 
Jesus Christ because of Sergei's 
Christian influence upon them. 

One Sunday school teacher 
based her lesson on Sergei's life 
and testimony. She wrote to tell 
how three of her Junior High girls, 
on hearing it, accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Savior. 

These excerpts, taken from let¬ 
ters we've received, reveal the 
impact of Sergei's life and testi¬ 
mony: 

"Serge/ wa.s horn lh<‘ same 
year / was, hut ho has «n coni- 
plishocl more lor Jesus than I, 
so far. This is a letter of dedi¬ 
cation to Cod and His plan. 

"/ think that if all Christians 
would he hall as enthusiastic 
as ho was in his work this 
would ho a great deal niter 
world to live in." 

"His testimony inspires a per¬ 
son to start living mo to for 
■ 'Cod. lesus Christ/ to realise 
how lutky wo are to he living 
in America, and to try and do 
more lor fellow Christians liv¬ 
ing in Communist countries " 

"I have a son the same age 
as Sergei and I hope and prav 
that <>nr ol these days lie u ill 


by L. Joe Bass 
Presiilent/Founder, 
Underground Evangelism 

h am to love the lord as mu< h 
.is Sergei did. 

Pastors, like Dr. Charles Blair 
and Dr. Richard Halverson, who 
were very close to him during his 
last days, were deeply impressed 
with Sergei's eagerness for the 
Word and his desire to tell others 
of lesus Christ. 

Pastor Tom Wallace, of Beth 
Haven Baptist Church, Louisville, 
Kentucky, expressed it like this: 

"I was greatly impressed with 
the spiritual discernment and 
insight this young Christian had. 
lie seemed to grasp these deep 
truths ol the great conflict be¬ 
tween the two messages of 
Christ versus Communism. His 
/(\il and ent/im/asm wtve very 
impreshiw to it s sill. I sensed a 
wry s ifxric huiden to help hi s 
own poi)ph\ the /’f/sdans, to 
find what he had iound and to 
t live (omlort a nd encou/age- 
ment (o f/ioso who already 
knt'W ( hiist, hut wen* enduun# 
perse( ution and s uttering for 
their faith ." 

It has been a rich and heart¬ 
warming experience for those of 
us who see the mail here at UE, to 
learn how greatly Sergei was loved 
by Christians everywhere. More 
than two months after his death, 
letters continue to come in large 
numbers. 

We who also loved him "as a 
brother/' have marveled again 
and again at the miracles God 
wrought in order to bring Sergei 
to the free world, and the impact 
of his life and witness. 

It has given us cause to rem¬ 
inisce and to review the unique 
circumstances surrounding his 
coming to freedom's shores and 
hi£ brief but lasting ministry among 
us. 

We look back to the night of 
September 3, 1971, when this 
young Communist forever turned 
away from the only life he had 
known from early childhood and 


to which he had been wholly com¬ 
mitted throughout most of his 
twenty-one brief years. 

Survival, A* l o\ (»t**I s i 1 ,x • 

His successful swim to freedom 
was fraught with dangers so grave, 
and obstacles so difficult to over¬ 
come, that Canadian newspapers 
at the time described his swim and 
survival as "amazing" and "aston¬ 
ishing." But God once again had 
proven that, with Him, "all things 
are possible." 

As we reviewed Sergei's entry 
into the free world we remem¬ 
bered the Canadian newspaper 
accounts that told how severely 
he had been injured by his fear¬ 
ful ordeal; how he had been 
found, suffering from loss of blood 
and exposure; and how he had 
spent fourteen hours unconscious 
in a Canadian hospital. In itself, 
survival, despite his injured con¬ 
dition, was as great an act of 
God’s love as his safe escape in 
the stormy waters. 

Often, we are reminded how 
thoroughly and exhaustively his 
story was checked for two months 
by Canadian authorities, while 
Sergei waited in jail for a verdict 
as to whether he would be sent 
back to Russia or accepted as a 
bonafide defec tor and allowed to 
remain in Canada. 

After exhaustive investigation, 
Canadian intelligence found his 
story - to be true and granted him 
asylum and released him from jail. 

Sergei had found a new life of 
freedom, but not yet all that his 
heart really longed for. After an 
earnest scratch for true satisfac¬ 
tion, he found lesus Christ as his 
Savior and became one in spirit 
with the Believers he had once 
brutally persecuted in Communist 
Russia. 

Though he could easily have 
made a comfortable life for him¬ 
self by taking offeied positions in 
his field of training as a radio spe¬ 
cialist, he fell there was more to 
the Christian life than he was then 


.uinrn^nAl inn UV/ALIGPI ISM MAGAZINE 



enjoying. Not until he surrendered 
fully to Jesus Christ and made 
himself available for Christian ser¬ 
vice did he experience full peace 
and joy. 

I lis I Jerision to loin UE 

In December 1971, he began to 
share his testimony and tell what 
Christ had done for him. After his 
decision to tell his story, he was 
given a Russian Bible, in Canada, 
that had been printed by Under¬ 
ground Evangelism. Amazed to 
discover that it was identical with 
a Bible he had s6en in Russia, he 
phoned UE, and on May 1, 1972, 
he joined UE in its ministry to the 
Russian people whom he loved. 

A few months later he came to 
the United States. As he gained 
greater facility with the English 
language, he was able to add de¬ 
tails to the story of his life in 
Russia that he had sketchily out¬ 
lined in Canada, when his ability 
to communicate was very limited. 

Sergei's file of the Canadian in¬ 
vestigation was sent by Canadian 
authorities to the United States. 
The entire U.S. intelligence com¬ 
munity — consisting of several 
agencies—verified his story. After 
this, Congressmen and Senators 
were briefed by U.S. authorities 
on Sergei Kourdakov's life. Based 
on these investigations and brief¬ 
ings, Sergei's integrity was thor¬ 
oughly established and a special 
bill to grant him permanent resi¬ 
dence in the United States was in¬ 
troduced to Congress. 

When Sergei died, he had the 
support of Senators and Congress¬ 
men and other officials on a spe¬ 
cial Act of Congress. 

As recently as February 20th, 
questions raised concerning Ser¬ 
gei's story by some who would 
discredit him for their own pur¬ 
poses, were investigated in Wash¬ 
ington. Those who have access to 
the government files reviewed 
them and once again Sergei's story 
was verified. 

UE organized Sergei's program 
in the U.S. to put special empha¬ 
sis on his spiritual development 
and education, which took 85% 
of his time, while only 15% was 
spent in public meetings. His last 
public meeting was November 
13th, after which he went on to 
study in Washington. 


RESULT OF THE 
HEARING INTO 
THE DEATH OF 
SERGEI KOURDAKOV, 
WHICH WE REPORT 
WITHOUT COMMENT: 

On Thursday, March 
1, 1973, a County Coro¬ 
ner’s Inquest ruled that 
Sergei Kourdakov died 
January 1,1973, at Run¬ 
ning Springs, California. 
His death was ruled an 
accident. 


Debtor to I lis |‘«*opU‘ 

He grew spiritually and wit¬ 
nessed genuinely. Though cau¬ 
tioned often by friends that his 
life could be in danger, he would 
dismiss their concern with the 
words, "I owe it." Even threats to 
his life that he mentioned public¬ 
ly could not dissuade him from 
continuing to speak out for his 
Lord. 

Undoubtedly Sergei could have 
made a success in many secular 
fields, had he chosen to do so. 
Throughout his life he had been 
exceptionally competent in any¬ 
thing he tackled, determined to 
do his very best. Whether it was 
sports, the military, striving to be¬ 
come the No. 1 Communist youth 
of his province, or leader over 
1200 Communist youth, he always 
persevered until he reached his 
goals. I have often thought that, 
when Sergei turned his life over 
to Jesus Christ, the world lost, po¬ 
tentially, a great athlete (a star 
football player perhaps), a gifted 
politician, a military attache. But 
Sergei felt himself a debtor to 
those whom he had once perse¬ 
cuted, to his people of Russia, and 
to the Lord Jesus Christ who saved 
him. ("Cod saved my life in the 
ocean for a purpose," he said 
often.) 

With afl his lofty ambitions and 
burning desire to achieve, he 
was at the same time a practical, 
down-to-earth individual, laugh¬ 
ing at his own shortcomings and 
language problems and saying, 


"I'll do even better." 

Sergei could have had a quiet, 
cloistered life, had he chosen to 
accept it. It had been offered to 
him, and many Christian leaders 
and friends, who feared for his 
safety, counseled him to avoid 
the risks of a public ministry. He, 
himself, spoke occasionally of the 
dangers, but felt he had a debt to 
repay to the Russian Believers. UE 
made a standing offer to him to 
provide him with a full scholar¬ 
ship to any university or college 
of his choice, and one university 
scholarship had actually been ar¬ 
ranged for him. It was good any 
time he chose. But he turned each 
offer down, saying he would con¬ 
sider it later, but first he was con¬ 
strained to devote his fife to tell¬ 
ing what Jesus Christ meant to 
him and had done for him. Again, 
he repeated, "I owe it," stating 

(Continued on Pjge 8) 

THE FOLLOWING 
IS A BRIEF 
SKETCH OF SERGEI’S 
TRAVELS FROM 
MID-NOVEMBER 
ONWARD: 

November 13 — con¬ 
ducted his last public meet¬ 
ing, in Kansas City, Mis¬ 
souri. 

November 14 to Decem¬ 
ber 18 — a guest at Fellow¬ 
ship House, International 
Christian Leadership, Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., for Bible study, 
Christian fellowship and 
spiritual growth activities. 

December 18 to Decem¬ 
ber 26 —■. to Denver, Colo¬ 
rado, as a house guest of 
Pastor and Mrs. Charles 
Blair, of Calvary Temple. 

December 26 — to Los 
Angeles, where he took up 
residence in a Christian 
home until December 30th. 

December 30 and 31st — 
to a mountain resort area 
to work on a book and other 
materials. 

January 1, 1973 — died 
of a gunshot wound, which 
has been ruled an accident. 
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January 25, 1973 

Mr. L. Joe Bass, President 
Underground Evangelism International 
Post Office Box 808 
Los Angeles, California 90053 

Dear Mr. Bass: 

One of the very remarkable experiences of my life was 
the very brief but profound association with Sergei Kour- 
dakov while he was here in Washington, D.C. as a guest 
of ours in Fellowship House and sat under my teaching 
a number of Sundays. 

Sergei had a rare and infectious faith that touched every¬ 
body around him. He was warm, loving and very gentle. 
He was anxious to learn and unusually responsive to 
teaching. 

Even though we took very seriously our two-hour classes 
on Sunday afternoon, Sergei's presence was a delight and 
beautiful experience for all of us. 

He was very anxious to witness for Jesus Christ whenever 
and wherever possible and, I felt, had tremendous cour¬ 
age. I'm sure, though he never stated it exp .cit y that he 
was under a great burden to compensate for the Chris¬ 
tians whom he had humiliated, hurt or even destroyed 
in his past experience. 

He loved you and your work very much and was proud 
and grateful for his relationship with you. 

Thank you, dear friend, for letting us have a share in this 
remarkable brother's life and witness. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Richard C. Halverson, Pastor, 
Fourth Presbyterian Church 
Washington, D.C. 


February 1, 1973 


Mr. Joe Bass 

1222 South Glendale Avenue 
Glendale, California 91205 

Dear Brother Bass: 

Just a note to say thank you for keeping us so thoroughly 
informed about all the events surrounding the death ot 
our good friend, Sergei. 

While here in Santa Rosa you will recall, he ministered 
to an overflow crowd in our sanctuary, and then the fol¬ 
lowing morning he ministered for several houis to the 
students of our Genesis training center. That night he 
stayed in my home, and immediately earned | he adm ' ra ' 
tion of my three boys. He was so open, friendly, and 
wal to visit with. At the end of the brief snack time 
before retiring, it was Sergei who suggested that we pray 
together and thank God for the wonderful day, and ask 
Him for a good night's rest. 

The next morning, he was up early, and though there was 
frost on the ground, like a polar bear he dove into the 
ice cold pool, and dove and swam foi quite some time, 
to the admiration of us soft Americans. 

Needless to say, the spirituality, sincerity, warmth and 
vitality of Sergei's life came through loud and dear. Our 
entire congregation indeed mourns his death. He is in¬ 
deed a great loss to the work of the lord. 

We pray God will give you strength in these trying times, 
. Vi .ii. uni, ti/icrtrim and Guidance. 


God bless you. 


Sergei's friend and yours, 

A. Watson Argue, Jr. 

Pastor, Christian Life Center 
Santa Rosa, California 
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that Cod had saved his life for a 
purpose and that purpose must 
come first. V^"yV 

Fellowship with Others 

Last November 14 to December 
18, Sergei was a guest of the In¬ 
ternational Christian Fellowship in 
Washington, D.C. There he par¬ 
ticipated in Bible study under the 
leadership of Dr. Richard Halver¬ 
son, Pastor of the Fourth Presby¬ 
terian Church in Washington. He 
grew spiritually, and enjoyed 
Christian fellowship with others 
his own age. 


Dr. Halverson, a minister of na¬ 
tional reputation, said: "This man, 
whom I knew so briefly, I had the 
great privilege — I don't think I 
realized it then, as I do now of 
being his teacher for just four Sun¬ 
days. Thank you for sharing him 
with us." . 

Another said, "He was especial¬ 
ly thankful for the facilities and 
opportunities presented him by 
Underground Evangelism to help 
the Russian people receive the 
gospel of Jesus." 

"Best Verse in the Bible" 

After his homegoing, in one of 


his many. Bibles, it was found that 
Sergei had written alongside II 
' Corinthians 5:17, "Best Verse in 
Bible" — "Therefore, if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; be¬ 
hold all things are become new. 

What a comfort and blessing 
the message of this verse must 
have been to Sergei Kourdakov, 
who, like the one who wrote it, 
had been a persecutor of the Be¬ 
lievers. And what a clear-ringing 
testimony to the world of his im¬ 
plicit trust in the One who had 
saved his soul and made for him 
forever "all things new!" 
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Dr. Charles Blair, Pastor .or Calvary 'temple, Denver, 
Colorado, and Mrs, Skit were especially close to 
Sergei During the .last week nf bh life they enter - 
taincd him In their home, and Sergei sat under Dr. 
Blair's Bible teaching ministry. Shortly after hearing 
of his death, Mrs. Blair Wrote this poem: 
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But whate'er the lord pleaseth . 

That doeth He— ; 7{ 

In the heavens, the earth. 

And the deep places of the sea. 

As the oceans of water, .■> 

So man's heart is in His hand; 

But the thunder of His mighty power ,77 
' Who dares to understand? ' : y- v : 

He who suffers riot the sparrow to fall 
i,; And.numbers our.every hair, . 7‘ 7.. 
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7 teach u? to trust^ in your^love even now, 

7'jVyhen we cannot fully understand. V 

< And Sergei—your laughter, your vibrant charm— 

; It was all such a part of you?; ; A 

• The hearts that you won, our adopted son, 

They were 'legion' with each friend anew. 

The song that you brought us is quieter now, 

47 But somehow I fee! that one day 7 s 
We will hear it again, your own Tongue perhaps, 

- "Preevett," "Welcome home! It's me, Sergei I" 
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A FITTING MEMORIAL TO SERGE 


REACHING HIS PEOPLE FOR JESUS CHRIST 

Many have expressed a desire to share in a fitting 
memorial to Sergei and have already contributed to 
the establishment of such a fund. 

It was not difficult to determine just what that 
memorial should be. 

Sergei's oft-expressed love and concern for his 
people — both the Believers and the unsaved of Rus¬ 
sia — led us to determine how the contributions be¬ 
ing made in loving remembrance of this dedicated 
young servant of God should be used. 

They should be devoted to reach Russia for Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, a Sergei Kourdakov Memorial Fund 
has been established. It is being designated for use 
to the end that Jesus Christ should be preached to 
millions behind the Iron Curtain in many ways: 
through distribution of Bibles and other Christian 


literature, gospel broadcasts, assistance to national 
workers and by whatever means Sergei's people 
might be reached, and the Lord he loved and served, 
glorified. 

Should you wish to share in making Sergei's dream 
of reaching Russia with the gospel a reality, there 
are two things you can do: pray for Sergei's people 
and give that they might be reached for Jesus Christ. 

Your contributions to the work of Christ in Russia, 
and given in loving memory of this stalwart young 
servant of His, may be addressed to: Sergei Kourda¬ 
kov Memorial Fund, Underground Evangelism, P.O. 
Box 808, Los Angeles, Ca. 90053. 
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TO SERGEI’S CHRISTIAN 
CONTINUE TO COME... 


FaOERPTS from 
letter released 

by GUlDEPOSTS 

magazine 

“W8 were shocked to hear of 
Sergei Kourdakov’s death since a 
number of the Guideposts staff 
had come to know this young 
Russian quite weil.Allwere 
deeply impressed with his sin 
cere Christian experience and 
his honest, effective witness for 
Jesus Christ in talks he gave 
throughout the country. 

0 

“But we do know that in the 
brief time Sergei was aChrishan, 
his witness touched many lives. 
Our hope and prayer at Guide 
posts is that his life will continue 
to have a special meaning and 
that his Christian witness will be 
carried on." 




"Let us pray that his death will 
sp YXrs to be faithful in un¬ 
derground D ,c. 

“I orav for you at Underground 
Evangelism, that God's message 
will shine through the darkness of 
this moment. Your special maga¬ 
zine has been a blessing to me. 
It represents God as strong, un¬ 
derstanding, wise and everiastmg^ 
God is love, universal love. I hope 
you are able to continue with the 
message, we need it more than 

ever befor^ p , ^ Mankato, Minn. 

“Thank you so much f° r a "°w- 
jog him to tell his story wh.le he 
was with us. I know that he is 
with the Lord now." J H. 
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A PICTURE FROM SHARON . . • 


The above pencil drawing was 
doue by Sba-ou Wallre, of Ma« 
Hill, N.C. In her letter she said. 
“This is just my way of saying 
how much our dear brother in 
Christ, Sergei Kourdakov, and his 
living testimony have meant 
me. 

“Move to draw and I want touse 
this gift for God, who gave it to 

me." 



“We thank God for Sergei Kour- 
10 dakov and take comfort in know¬ 
ing that he is with the One whom 
he so courageously served in his 
last year on earth." 

Leonard E. LeSourd, 
Editor 


“ . let's rejoice that God gave 

him everlasting life to be with 

Christ hereafter." ...... 

J.T., Edmonton, Alberta 

“Thank God he was able to tell 
his story and it has been used to 
help me see more clearly that 
must pray more and give what I 
can to help our brothers andY IS " 
ters in Christ who are standing 
true to God and His Word amidst 
great suffering/' 



40,000 MORE BIBLES 
CAME OFF UE’S 
BIBLE PRESS IN 
MID-MARCH, 20,000 
EACH FOR RUSSIA 
AND RUMANIA. 
THOUSANDS 
ADDITIONAL 
SCHEDULED FOR 
PRINTING SHORTLY 


IN 1972 

UNDERGROUND 

evangelism, 

USING UE SPEAKERS 
AND OTHERS, 

beamed 

I 1328 QUARTER-HOUR 
RADIO BROADCASTS 
INTO COMMUNIST 

lands 


fAKinni-l^M MAGA 
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smuggla Oiblas 


Shown here, in a family photo taken several 

years ago, is Believer R_D . Recently 

he was sentenced to six long years in prison. His 
crime: serving as pastor of an underground church 
in the Ukraine. 

As a result, Pastor D’s children, shown in a more 
recent picture on the cover, and his wife, are pres¬ 
ently undergoing very difficult times. Often they do 
not have enough to eat. They suffer persecution 
at the hands of others in their community, simply 
because their father and husband is imprisoned. 
The secret police watch them, and demand that 
the mother report to them regularly. 

Because only a small part of Pastor 0’s sentence 
has been served, his family faces several more 
years of poverty and hardship. Their need is most 
desperate,and UE is seeking to find ways to help 
them. 

This is hot the first time this pastor has suffered 
for his faith. Yet he refused to deny his Lord, de¬ 
spite the danger, and continued carrying on his 
work until his arrest. It was a raid, such as those 
conducted by Sergei Kourdakov while he led an 
anti-Christian police attack squad in Russia, that 
brought about his trial and long prison sentence. 

Though this family's future is very disheartening 
without husband and father, you and I can help to 
brighten it and ease some of their sufferings. We 
can pray and we can give. 

Your dedicated offerings to the Lord, through 
UE’s Christian Martyrs Relief Fund, can help Pas¬ 
tor D’s family in their present desperate need. 

And there are hundreds of other such persecut¬ 
ed families that we know of in Russia today. Your 
earnest prayer and dedicated giving will help 
greatly in easing their load. 
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j V-:, V;YpJ¥PfeNEy|R FORGET! 

i Your opportunity to view some of the exciting work being 
; done behind the Iron Curtain by Underground Evangelism. 
I This film makes a strong contribution to the life of the church 
, by helping Christians appreciate the liberty we so often take 
’ for granted. DON'T MISS |T! V ^ : , . 

i A U-E representative in your area will be pleased to work 
• with you in preparation for a showing in your community. 

: SCHEDULE NOW FOB YQUR MEETINGS 


Person in Charge_Phone_ 

Name of Church or Group_ 

If not a Church, designate type of meeting. 

Date Requested_Alternate_ 

Address___ 


City_ 

UNDERGROUND 

EVANGELISM 


Prov. or 
State 


P.O. Box BOB, Los Angeles, Ca. 9005 5 
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LEARN HOW CHINA’S 
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PEOPLE WILL AFFECT 
YOUR FUTURE — 

AND WHAT 6$ BEING 
DONE NOW 
TO REACH THEM 

The Chinese Are Coming is a 
must for Christians who are con¬ 
cerned about China — 800 mil¬ 
lion who have been denied God's 
Word since the Communist take¬ 
over. 

This new UE film will be avail¬ 
able soonl To schedule a show¬ 
ing to your church or group, just 
complete and mail the coupon 
below. A representative will be in 
contact with you. 



Please have the film representative in our area contact me 
as soon as showings can be scheduled. We are definitely 
interested. 

Name_ 


Address. 
City_ 


Province or 
.State_ 


.Zip. 


Phone. 


tliliK 

KV/ 1 p.o. Box 808, Los Angeles, Ca. 90053 

t il :.k> P.O. Box 1296, Calgary 2, Alberta 
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You cam get 
money back 


An Underground Evangelism Trust is an agreement 
between you and this organization that will: 

* Provide lifetime income for you 

« Leave a portion of your estate for the Lord’s work 
through Underground Evangelism 

* Provide lifetime care or payment of your bills should 
you become ill or incapacitated 

* Convert your assets into cash if the need arises 

An Underground Evangelism REVOCABLE Trust allows 
YOU to keep control of your property for life .. . and 
allows you to revoke the contract and get back the princi¬ 
pal in the event of an emergency. 

Send the coupon today for complete information on this 
full protection investment. 

aHBBBBBHHBHHBaBBi 

Stewardship Dept. 

UNDERGROUND EVANGELISM 
Box 808*l.os Angeles»CA 90053 


Name_ 

Address.. 

City_ 

State_ 


Date of Birth- 


_Zip— 

_Occupation- 


UE473 


Q Please send information on REVOCABLE TRUSTS. I am 
also interested in: □ Annuity Trusts □ Unitrusts 

□ a free Wills packet. 
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‘USSR STEPS UP 
WARfOM CHURCH TO 
KEEP YOUTH IN LINE” 

.^Headline, Washington Post 
January 18, 1973 

Marty Gunther, writing on cur¬ 
rent conditions in Russia in the 
Washington Post, points out that 
more and more Soviet youth are 
losing faith in their government 
and turning to the church for in¬ 
spiration. As a result the Krem¬ 
lin is renewing its attacks on all 
types of religion. 

Priests and lay workers in the 
Russian Orthodo* Church have 
beenTarrested and many bishops 
demoted. Archbishop Paul of No¬ 
vosibirsk (a large city in the West 
Soviet Union where Sergei Kour- 
dakov roamed the streets as an 
orphaned child of six) has been 
retired without pension. 

Attacks by the government 
against Reform-Baptists, Pente- 
costals, and others are becom¬ 
ing stronger than ever. 

M.Bourdeaux contends that, 
as the Russian government learns 
what a drastic effect religion has 
on the world, it attempts to im¬ 
press the free world by pretend¬ 
ing to grant religious freedom. 

Religious missions, conducted 
with Moscow’s hearty approval, 
are designed to convey the erro¬ 
neous message to the free world 
that Russians enjoy religious 
freedom. 

Yet, despite Soviet pressures 
and artful conniving, “interest in 
religion,’’ says the Washington 
Post, “continues to grow.” And 
the Kremlin seems helpless to 
put it down. 

COMING SOON . . . 

A NEW UE FILM 

There’s a new film in production 
at UE these days. It promises to 
portray the condition and needs 
of the suffering Church in China, 
much as To Russia With Love 
depicts the state of the church 
in the USSR. It, too, will tell the 
inspiring story of Underground 
Evangelism’s efforts to meet the 
needs of persecuted Believers in 
a land of bitter religious oppres¬ 
sion. 

See opposite page for details. 

UNDERGROUND EVANGELISM MAGAZINE 
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SERVING SIX-YEAR SENTENCE 
WHILE FAW15LY SUFFERS ALONE 
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Shown here, in a family photo taken several 

years ago, is Believer FL_D . Recently 

he was sentenced to six long years in prison. His 
crime: serving as pastor of an underground church 
in the Ukraine. 

As a result, Pastor D's children, shown in a more 
recent picture on the cover, and his wife, are pres¬ 
ently undergoing very difficult times. Often they do 
not have enough to eat. They suffer persecution 
at the hands of others in their community, simply 
because their father and husband is imprisoned. 
The secret police watch them, and demand that 
the mother report to them regularly. 

Because only a small part of Pastor D’s sentence 
has been served, his family faces several more 
years of poverty and hardship. Their need is most 
desperate,and UE is seeking to find ways to help 
them. 

This is not the first tirne this pastor has suffered 
for his faith. Yet he refused to deny his Lord, de¬ 
spite the danger, and continued carrying on his 
work until his arrest. It was a raid, such as those 
conducted by Sergei Kourdakov while he led an 
anti-Christian police attack squad in Russia, that 
brought about his trial and long prison sentence. 

Though this family’s future is very disheartening 
without husband and father, you and I can help to 
brighten it and ease some of their sufferings. We 
can pray and we can give. 

Your dedicated offerings to the Lord, through 
UE’s Christian Martyrs Relief Fund, can help Pas¬ 
tor D’s family in their present desperate need. 

And there are hundreds of other such persecut¬ 
ed families that we know of in Russia today. Your 
earnest prayer and dedicated giving will help 
greatly in easing their load. 
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SfiOHON PICTURE 
; . Y^I% KE¥ER FORGET! 

! Your opportunity to yfew some of the exciting work being 
: done behind the iron‘Curtain by Underground Evangelism. 
i. This film makes a strong contribution to the life of the church 
by helping Christians appreciate the. liberty we so Often take 
; for granted. DON'T MISS IT! 

; A U-E representative.in your area wifi be pleased to work 
: with you in preparation for a showing in your community, 

: SCHEDULE NOW FOR YOUR MEETINGS . ' ' 




Person in Charge_Phone._ 

Name of Church or Group_ 

If not a Church, designate type of meeting. 

Date Requested_Alternate. 

Address__ 


City_ 

UNDERGROUND 

EVANGELISM 


Prov. or 
State 


P.O. Box BOB, Los Angeles, Ca. 9005.J 







DOME NOW 
TO REACH THEM 

Thd Chinese Are Coming is a 
must for Christians who are con¬ 
cerned about China — 800 mil¬ 
lion who have been denied God’s 
Word since the Communist take¬ 
over. 

This new UE film will be avail¬ 
able soon! To schedule a show¬ 
ing to your church or group, just 
complete and mail the coupon 
below. A representative will be in 
contact with you. 


Please have the film representative in our area contact me 
as soon as showings can be scheduled. We are definitely 
interested. 


Name. 


Address. 
City_ 


Province or 
.State_ 


.Zip. 


Phone. 


UfJlU it< .in 

HV/ i». i p.O. Box 808, Los.Angeles, Ca. 90053 
FI! s.i.t P.O. Box 1296, Calgary 2, Alberta 
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You can get your 


if vou need il 



An Underground Evangelism Trust is an agreement 
between you and this organization that will: 

❖ Provide lifetime income for you 

# Leave a portion of your estate for the Lord's work 
through Underground Evangelism 

* Provide lifetime care or payment of your bills should 
you become ill or incapacitated 

# Convert your assets into cash if the need arises 

An Underground Evangelism REVOCABLE Trust allows 
YOU to keep control of your property for life . . . and . ... 
allows you to revoke the contract and get back the princi¬ 
pal in the event of an emergency. 

Send the coupon today for complete information on this 
full protection investment. 

Stewardship Dept. 

UNDERGROUND EVANGELISM 
Box 808*Los Angeles»CA 90053 

Name-- 

Address______ 

City___ 

State---- - Z| P-"— 

Date of Birth_Occupation---— 


□ Please send information on REVOCABLE TRUSTS. 1 am 

also interested in: □ Annuity Trusts □ Unitrusts 

□ a free Wills packet. 
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“USSR steps up . 
WAR ON CHURCH TO 
KEEP YOUTH I SSI LINE” 

Headline, Washington Post 
January 18, 1973 


Marty Gunther, writing on cur¬ 
rent conditions in Russia in the 
Washington Post, points out that 
more and more Soviet youth are 
losing faith in their government 
and turning to the church for in¬ 
spiration. As a result the Krem¬ 
lin is renewing its attacks on all 
types of religion. 

Priests and lay workers in the 
Russian Orthodok Church have 
been arrested and many bishops 
demoted. Archbishop Paul of No¬ 
vosibirsk (a large city in the West 
Soviet Union where Sergei Kour- 
dakov roamed the streets as an 
orphaned child of six) has been 
retired without pension. 

Attacks by the government 
against Reform-Baptists, Pente- 
costals, and others are becom¬ 
ing stronger than ever. 

M.Bourdeaux contends that, 
as the Russian government learns 
what a drastic effect religion has 
on the world, it attempts to im¬ 
press the free world by pretend¬ 
ing to grant religious freedom. 

Religious missions, conducted 
with Moscow’s hearty approval, 
are designed to convey the erro¬ 
neous message to the free world 
that Russians enjoy religious 
freedom. 

Yet, despite Soviet pressures 
and artful conniving, “interest in 
religion," says the Washington 
Post, “continues to grow.” And 
the Kremlin seems helpless to 
put it down. 



A NEW UE FILM 

There’s a new film in production 
at UE these days. It promises to 
portray the condition and needs 
of the suffering Church in China, 
much as To Russia With Love 
depicts the stale of the church 
in the USSR. It, too, will tell the 
inspiring story of Underground 
Evangelism’s efforts to meet the 
needs of persecuted Believers in 
a land of bitter religious oppres¬ 
sion. 

See opposite page for details. 


INOERGROUND EVANGELISM MAGAZINE 
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"Kriger, stand up," barked Ma¬ 
riya Nikolay, sounding more like 
a hardened army sergeant than a 
sixth grade school teacher. Look 

at yourself." . 

Olya trembled, as she obeyed. 

"Now, Kriger," Mariya barked 
again, "look at the others —your 
fellow students. Do they look any 
different? Do you see anything in 
the way they’re dressed? 

Olya made no response, and 
Mariya became more stern. 
"Nothing? You don't see any dit- 


But before anyone could even 
nod assent, Olya found her voice 
and her courage and spoke out 
firmly, "No! I won't wear one. I 
won't, I won't!" 


Now the battle lines were 
drawn. On the one side, a big 
tough, veteran Communist teach¬ 
er supported by twenty-four sixth 
graders eager to vent the’ir Com¬ 
munistic wrath against any non 
conformist. On the other side, one 
lone Believer, determined never 



The True Story of a Young Russian Girl Who 

Chose to Pay the Consequences 

Rather Than Wear The "Badge" of Godless 

Communism. 


erence? Look again, Kriger. 

Still, Olya made no verbal re¬ 
sponse, though her lips began to 
nuiver. • 

"All right, Kriger," Mariya con¬ 
tinued with her badgering. "Let s 
figure out what kind of place you 
are in, shall we? Kriger, this is a 
school, a Soviet school. It is not 
a house of worship. Do you un¬ 
derstand?" She paused briefly, 
then spoke again, this time ad¬ 
dressing the class. "Girls and 
boys," she said, "this is Olya Kri¬ 
ger. She is a Believer. Did you 
hear that, children? This girl is a 

Believer." , 

All twenty-four pupils gasped 
as one. Then a ripple of laughter 
shot across the room. 

As it died away, Mariya spoke 
again. "I recommend that you take 
her under your wing, children. I 
think she will look nice in a^red 
rseckerchief. too, don't you? 


to compromise her stand for Jesus 

Olya knew something of the 
cost of taking such a stand. She 
was well aware that just twenty- 
four red neckerchiefs in a room 
of twenty-five students would 
never be tolerated. And she knew 
the price of non-conformity would 

come high. , 

But Olya was a very determined 
little Believer. And she vowed to 
herself again that she would never 
wear the symbol of the Pioneers, 
intermediate youth group of the 
Communist Party. 

Now that the challenge had 
been ' made, the children knew 
what their part in the brainwash¬ 
ing process would be. Gathering 
around Olya, they began to taunt 
her with cries of "Jesus Baby, 

Jesus Baby." , . . 

Olya looked hopefully into the 
faros of her fellow students, 


S' s » ’ 

searching for even one who might 
side with her. But she quickly 
realized how unfounded her hopes 
were. Twelve young boys, neat 
haircuts, well-ironed gray jackets 
and blouses, and . . each with a 
red neckerchief. And twelve little 
girls, each with a red neckerchief, 
too Twelve red neckerchiefs and 
twelve more red neckerchiefs — 
twenty-four red neckerchiefs, in 
all, in a class of twenty-five stu¬ 
dents. . . 

Until she gave in to the pres¬ 
sure of her peers, or until school 
authorities meted out punishment 
suited to a non-conformist, Olya 
would have no peace. 

She came from a Believer family. 
Her father was not only a strong 
Christian but an ardent worker 
in his congregation, staunchly de- 
termined to stand true to the or 
at any personal cost. So, too, was 
his courageous little daughter. 

Actually, it did not take long 
for Dushanbe School No. 6 to 
dispose of the case of Olya Kri¬ 
ger. Once, when she came into 
class, she was handed a red neck¬ 
erchief and ordered to wear it 
Realizing, that to do so would 
prove a major compromise on her 
part, Olya threw the neckerchief 
right back on the teacher's table, 
declaring what she had vowed 
many times before: "I will not 

wear it. Never." 

This time, they finally accepted 
her word, believing it useless to 
pursue their efforts further. And 
Olya Kriger, though only a young 
sixth grader, was forced ou o 
school with no chance ever to re¬ 
turn without denying her faith. 

And that, it was apparent to 
all, this young Russian ) esub 
n..hv" would never do. 
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Please indicate number of items desired: 

□ I m YOUR BROTHER JOHN booklet 

Please send.___copies 

(Suggested contribution: 250 each) 

□ SERGEL Large, colorful life-story brochure. 

Please send____copies 

(Suggested contribution: 200 each) 

□ THE SERGEI KOURDAKOV STORY on cassette tape. His 
thrilling testimony in his own words. 

Please send__ .tapes. 

(Suggested contribution: $4.00 each) 
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Please send the above checked Hems. I enclose my contri¬ 
bution of $---for the ministry of Underground 

Evangelism. 

Please print: 

Name ~ ~- 
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Address 


State or Province 


IJillJliHt.ROUND 
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P.O. Box 808, Los Angeles, Ca. 90053 
P.O. Box 1296, Calgary 2, Alberta 




Read about them and hear one of them in person 
on cassette tape. Choose from these thrilling tes¬ 
timonials. 

- I AM YOUR BROTHER JOHN 
The touching and challenging story of Russia’s 
20-year-old martyr. 16-page booklet with pic¬ 
tures. 

* SERGEI 

A colorful brochure telling the amazing story of 
how this courageous young Russian defector, 
once a persecutor of Christians, came to know 
and serve Jesus Christ. 

“ Sf ltGEi on tape 

Thrill to remarkable testimony from his own lips. 

A WORD ABOUT SERGEPfs bt.c 

Some of our readers are under the impression that 
because of Sergei’s untimely death, his book was 
not finished. We are happy to report that the story 
was completed and was in final editing some time 
before Sergei’s homegoing. To us, and you, too, 
we’re sure, this again proves how great and won¬ 
derful is our God. 

The book is scheduled for release later in 1973. 
We will announce its publication in lliese pages. 


occompanying square 
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United states gi^ernment 

Memorandum 


FROM 


6^' 

^SUBJECT 





Acting Director, FBI 


date: 4-23-7 3 
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SERGEI NIKOLA 
IS - R 

00: Los Angeles 


OURDAKOV, aka 


gssssw 

» 

Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau, 3-9-73* 

Enclosed herewith for Los Angeles are four copies 
of a publication entitled ’’Underground Evangelism.”. 

Also enclosed is a copy of a leaflet entitled ’’Russia s 
Counterfeit Church.” 

It is noted that the interview with Reverend 
WILLIAM GIESA DORSING was very disjointed as he would 
take off on some aspect on his church activities, and 
it was difficult to get a straight answer from him 
regarding the material allegedly available in the . 
Bellingham and Washington State area that was pertinent( 
to instant matter. v 

The following investigat ion was conducted at 
Acme, Washington, by Special Agent \ I 

On 4-16-73 Reverend WILLIAM GIESA DORSING, 

W/M/A; DOB 12-21-06; POB Greenview, Illinois; mailing 
address Post Office Box 97, Acme, Washington; home 
address 5217 Turkington Road, Acme, Washington, advised 
he is an ordained minister with the Assembly of God Church 
• He stated he does not have a congregation and is currently 
an evangelist engaged in film^ in n ’ nnfrn1 ’ rw 
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He stated that he first heard of the subject's 
death from Assembly of God ministers in Canada. He 
stated that he has no realr&vidence pertaining to the 
circumstances of the su©|^M: r s death, and in short,.he 
has nothing to contribute to this case other than his 
wn opinions and conclusions based upon his 
religious literature. 
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23 APR 27 1973 


2/- Bureau 
2 - Los Angeles 

gW&rrws 
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(Enclosures 5) 


(5) 



W10-103 


Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



He stated that from his readings he has learned 
the subject left behind with responsible people the word 
that if he was ever found'dead, supposedly as a result of 
suicide, do not hell pvp it. This word was left with 


First Assembly of God Church, 


Reverend 

Portland, Oregon, and Reverend_ 

of God Church, Denver, 'Colorado"! He stated that 
fellow brethern firmly believe that the subject was 
"picked off" by the Russian KGB. 


Assembly 
he and his 


DORSING described himself as a "watchman" and 
believed it is his duty to tell those behind him of the 
approach of the enemy, namely Communism at work. 


DORSING went on to advise that he, himself, had 
been the northwestern representative of "Underground 
Evangelism" for 25 months, but he has resigned because 
he couldn’t serve both this organization and the Assembly 
of God Church. He personally feels the "Underground 
Evangelism" is a worthwhile organization and furnished 
the following statement issued by the higher authorities 
in the Assembly of God Church Headquarters at Springfield, 
Missouri: 


"For some time, publications have been 
circulated among the ministers of our district 
concerning ’Underground Evangelism’. This is 
a program that reportedly ministers behind the 
Iron Curtain countries of Eastern Europe. 

After several conferences in the office, and 
receiving information by letters from other 
parts of the country, as well as consideration 
at the Northwest District World Missions 
Committee level, and meeting of the District 
Presbytery, it has been decided that we should 
communicate with you to the effect that we 
discourage raising financial support for this 
program. The Foreign Missions Department 
Executive confirms to us that the Assembly 
of God already has contact in these countries 
and is conducting a vigerous program of 
evangelism. In light of this, we feel it is 
in keeping with our Assembly of God policy 
that Assembly of God money should go for 
related purposes. Over these other projects, 





there is no administrative control, and 
! therefore, we strongly urge you to channel 
any interest in European Evangelism, both 
t in the Free Countries and behind the Iron 
Curtain, through Assembly of God channels. 

It is encouraging to our missionaries who 
are working.in these areas to know that 
our.people in the homeland are standing 
behind the work they are doing." 

• DORSING provided four copies of the "Underground 

evangelism which contain articles showing how the Russian 
Police oppress religion and a copy of a leaflet entitled 
"Russia’s Counterfeit Church." 





Of ttkal j’cmM.m \n 
r_v.l ION 

CSA PPMR (<1 cm*) M-li.O 

UNITED STATES ^VEllXMENT 

7 

,-i/f u HWf'VV'l 

$ / 1/ \-s » kJu t £// 1/ 


EEC LASSIFIC^TIOU .AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
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Title is being marked changed to reflect additional 
English spellings of the name of subject. 

Reference Los Angeles letter to the Bureau dated 
3/9/73; Seattle letter dated 3/19/73; Bureau letter to 
Seattle dated 4/5/73; Seattle letter to the Bureau dated 
4/16/73. 

Attached herewith for the Bureau are .eight (8) copies 
of an LHM dated and captioned as above with appropriate 
copies for receiving offices. 

Bureau instructed Seattle in referenced Bureau letter 
dated April 5 , 1973, to report translation mafe-r 
LHM, which Seattle has done, including the original ~nc aper 
item concerning KURDAKOV's death submitted by Los 
with its letter dated March 9, 1973 


Seattle is not including any data furnishe< 
in our letter dated April 16 , 19 73, and this is bein'), 
to the discretion off the Bureau as to whether it desirqs 
Los Angeles to \ake/anyA further action in this matter. 








ttle 


P 0® 

REC - 2 J 

(Enc. 2) (REG 


L 2 > Bureau (Enc. 6) t REG) 

2"*E Los Angeles |_ 

1 - Sacramento (Info) (Enc. 1) (REG) 

1 - San Francisco (Info) (Enc. 1) „(SEG) 

2 - Seattle 
RHC:jib 
(8 


‘P 


. J JLUy 

° fjp 


m 
















Since Seattle did not mention 
it is not being classified. 


in the LHM 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

Bureau mav desire to disseminate two conies of the LHM 


^ _| noting that KURDAKOV defected m Canada and 

resided there a short time before coming to the United 
States. ~7 x >C^x 











In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


4 • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Seattle, Washington 
April 26, 1973 




RE: SERGEY NIKOLAY KURDAKOV, also known as 

Kourdakov 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


The Los Angeles "Times” daily newspaper dated 
March 2, 1973, contained an article captioned "Death of Russian 
Defector Ruled an Accident at Inquest." The article is 
set forth as follows: 
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This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agenc 
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BY ROBERT JONES 

Times SUtf Writer 


A coroner's jury ruled Thursday iii 
Sail Bernardino that the shooting 
death of Russian defector Sergei 
Kourdakov was accidental, the re¬ 
sult of his mishandling a Borrowed 
.38-caliber pistol. 

The final day of the inquest.came 
after a one-week postponement or¬ 
dered when an Indiana congressman 
telephoned the coroner's office Fcl). 
22 with "new information" concern¬ 
ing Kourdakov's death. 

After the call from Rep. Earl F. 
L&ndgrebe, San Bernardino County 
Coroner \Vilham Hill said the- infor¬ 
mation, if true, contradicted other 
testimony and ordered'an investiga¬ 
tion. ' 

On Thursday, however, San Ber- 
n a r d-i» o sheriff's detectives dis¬ 
counted the new evidence, saying 
Landgrebe's sources had "no infor¬ 
mation at all.* /■ 

Body Found in Cabin 

Controversy has surrounded the 
circumstances of Kourdakov's death 
since New Year's Day, when he was 
found dead of a head wound in a 
mountain, cabin near San Bernardi¬ 
no. 

Kourdakov apparently went to the 
resort area to spend the weekend 
with a friend, Ann Johnson, 37. Miss 
Johnson testified at the inquest that 
.if ' va * P r fsent in a motel room 
when Kourdasov raised the gun to 
his head and it went off. The gun 
had been borrowed from Hiss John¬ 
son's father, she said. 

Sheriff's detectives listed the 
death as a probable accident, bill a 
religious group that had sponsored 
Kourdakov on a lociure circuit 
raised the possibility that lie was 
mihdmrd-'by. Russian ageiitsT'^-^’ 










~ L: Joe Bass, president of Under- 
^ftranxi-Svangelism, said the'youngs 
defector once told him, "If you ever- 
hear I have had an accident or com¬ 
mitted suicide, don't believe it. I 
"know how the Soviet police woik 
Bass' group also sent out mail- 1 
ings that .mentioned "unanswered 

questions"’in'the‘ shooting. • 

... . Linked (0 Request 

On Thursday, Hill said Under¬ 
ground Evangelism -was also con¬ 
nected to Landgrebe's request for 
the one-wcek postponement and in¬ 
vestigation. - 

The basis of the request, Hill said, 
was information from two of Land- 
grebe's constituents claiming they 
had been told by an officer of Under¬ 
ground Evangelism during a fund¬ 
raising benefit that Jvourdakov was 
indeed murdered by Russia n.agents^. 
v After'passing along. the inform a? 


3 





lion, the officer then aslced 
fqrconcftbulions, file peb 5 * 
sons said. "They left, no 
stone unturned to capir 
talize on his death,” one. 
constituent wrote. She had 
•doubts about both the 
group and Kourdakov, she 
said, because "if he was a' 
born-again Christian, why 
was he shacked up with 
that girl?" ‘ . .; 

. The officer of Under¬ 
ground Evangelism, Ken¬ 
neth Boughman, later de- 
;nied to San Bernardino 
•sheriff's detectives that he 
had claimed Kourdakov 
was murdered and denied 
-having any knowledge of 
.sGc-h an occurrence, 
v "He said he had no in¬ 
formation at all," said Det. 
fJhmes Cox, who later con- 
jbluded that "there was no 
.'.indication of foul play" in 
‘Kourdakov's death. 

Kourdakov, 21, gained 
(•note iit 1971 when' he 
j jumped from ' a Russian 
'trawler and swam to the 
British 'Columbia coast in- 
(a.-20-hour ordeal. 

'-'Bass later signed him to 
ia-. contract • under which’ 
•^Kourdakov.’ toured church 
(groups telling his story. A 
"bill. was introduced in 
.Cotigress.last j-ear by 
Landgrebe to grant Kour- 
.dakov permanent U.S. res¬ 
idence. . . „. 

f Critics of Underground 
-Evangelism have said that 
Ky distracting attention 
from the circumstances of 
Kourdakov's death the 
group hoped to create a 
martyr-^and' quick finan¬ 
cial profits—:from the in¬ 
cident. 

• On Thursday, however, 
Bass told coroner's jurors, 
that his doubts over Kour¬ 
dakov's death "had been 
gr eatly an swered" by the 
incjuesTffi't'esligatl'Oitr— 
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RE: SERGEY NIKOLAY KURDAKOV 


Various Russian language newspapers have commented 
concerning the death of KURDAKOV and summaries of the data 
of such articles are set forth hereinafter. 

The Russian language newspaper ’’Our Days" dated 
Wednesday, January 17, 1973, contained an article captioned 
"Who is the Killer?" 

This article cited a report from the Los Angeles 
"Times" of January 11, 1973, concerning the death of SERGEY 
KURDAKOV, a Soviet defector who "turned to God." The article 
quotes KURDAKOV as stating that if anyone ever hears he had 
died in an acciddnt or committed suicide, they should not 
believe this, implying that he may become a victim of 
"secret Soviet organs." 

An article captioned "The.Kremlin Mafia Strides Through 
the World" dated February 3, 1973, in the newspaper "Russian 
Life" was in memory of SERGEY KURDAKOV, a "victim of Soviet 
terror" authored by ANATOLY SKRIPKIN. 

This article was a diatribe against crimes committed 
by the Soviets abroad, such as political assassinations, 
kidnaping, espionage, blackmail, etc., all of which "have 
roots in the foreign sections of the Kremlin Mafia in^the 
free world." The writer believed the so-called "suicide" 
of SERGEY KURDAKOV was one of such political murders. 

An article in the newspaper "Russian Life" (not dated) 
by A. DELIANICH, outlined the story of the supposed suicide 
of KURDAKOV, expressing regret that the case was.so^lightly 
dismissed by the press and authorities. It was indicated 
"Russian Life" was one of the first to warmly support KURDAKOV 
following his escape from a Soviet vessel and corresponded 
with him; it promised to help him arrange an anti-communist 
talk in San Francisco in the near future. 

It said the people who knew him, felt he would never 
end his life by suicide, being aman of strong will and 
persistent character, who made firm decisions and adhered 
to them. He was happy, because he was free and had found 
a new purpose in life. 

The writer concluded by saying that there was a strong 
belief on the part of those who knew him that he was murdered 
and they desired that the authorities would treat the case 
differently. It was stated "there were too many similar 






RE: SERGEY NIKOLAY KURDAKOV 


cases before, both in West Germany and in the United.States.^ 

We should take steps in this direction and we are doing it," 
said the writer. 

An article captioned "The End of the Road" from the 
newspaper "Our Days" dated January 10, 1973, reported the known 
details of KURDAKOV's accidental death, and mentioned the 
fact that when KURDAKOV was recently in Toronto, Canada, 
two unidentified individuals nearly succeeded in pushing 
him under the wheels of an oncoming car and it was stated 
he had been receiving many anonymous threats lately. 

All of the above articles were in Russian and Ukrainian 
language newspapers and the summaries were taken from a' 
translation into English. 
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UNITED STATES 


ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 


OS ANGELES 





date: 5/9/73 


subject: serge! rikoLAY K0URDAK0V, aka 
IS - R 

c 00: Los Angeles 


cJ. 


Re telephone conversation of Supervisor EUGENE C. 
PETERSON, FBI Headquarters with Los Angeles on 4/6/73. 

On 5/7/73 Chief Deputy Coroner, 

San Bernardino County Coroner's Ofrice, San Bernardino, Calif¬ 
ornia, advised that to his knowledge the documents belonging 
to subject at the time of his death have not yet been returned 
from the C ongressional Committee in Washington, D. C. Coroner 
was not available on this date. 

Los Angeles will maintain contact with the above 
coroner's office and will forward the documents to the Bureau 
when they become available. 


si 


(£/- Bureau (RM) 
'*2 - Los Angeles 

~ PWJ/JEB 


4 ?" 
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SAC , Seattle 


Hay 17, XS73 



Acting Director,. FBI 



Attached is a portion of the translation which 
you requested by letter dated Af 16/73, 

The contents thereof , where pertinent, nust be 
reported under appropriate captions and afforded whatever 
investigative attention is necessary. 


J 


The foreign language material is retained until 
completion of translation. 


Enc. (2) 


1 **■ Los Angeles \ _ 

1 - Sacramento - Enc. 

1 - San Francisco - Enc. 

1 - Mr. E. S. Miller (Attn: 


TN: kmm .4 -, 

m 



Enc. 


CI-1) , 
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J 



Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker _ 




Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Gebhardt_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr. Marshall_ 

Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

fele. Room_ 

Ir. Kinley_ 

t» Armstrong_ 

Bovvers_ 

. Herington. 

Herwig_ 

Mintz_ 

i. Neenan _ 


MAILED. 5. 

MAY IT 1?7? 
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TELETYPE UNIT CZD 


sent direct with enclosure 
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SUMMARY mm RUSSIAN 


* & ?k 


Article ^Faithful Witness of the hord " from the 
publication, "Persecuted Church." 


The article consists of the text of an appeal 
addressed to A.A. Grechko, Minister of the Armed Forces 
of the USSR,and L. I. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the 
UK, International Committee on Human Rights, etc*, from 
the relatives of Ivan V. Moiseev, who "died in tortures 
for preaching faith in God among the ranks of tho Soviet 
Army*” 


Tho appeal cites the facts in chronological order 
and requests investigation and discovery of the criminals 
who caused tho death of the young soldier* 

* * * 

Other testimonials citing cases of religious 
persecutions in tho USSR appear in tho same issue. 

Sfc 45 * 

A statement at the end of the issuo says that 
tho publication "Persecuted Church" is printed in English, 
Russian and Ukrainian languages and would be sent to the 
interested persons for a voluntary contribution. The 
puroosc of the "Voice of Salvation" (publishers of the 
magazine) is to preach Gospel in the communist countries 
and in tho free world through dissemination of the Scrip¬ 
tures* radio broadcasts and recordings, "to bring aid to 
the persecuted for their faith and to inform the free 
world about tho persecuted Church." Tho organisation 
appeals for contributions, to carry on this work. 


SUMMARIZE!! BZi Ljit 


: jah 

May lb, lava 
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UNITED STATES fJVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


ACTING DIRECTOR* FBI 


date: 


6/29/73 


,SAC* LOS ANGELES 



subject: SERGEI NIKOLAi KOURDAKOV* aka 

IS - R 

00: Los Angeles 


Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated 5/9/73. 

On 6/29/73 I_I Coroner of San Bernardino 

County* San Bernardino* California* advised that the documents 
in subject's possession at the time of his death are still 
maintained at the Internal Security Subcommittee in Washington 

D. C. |_| stated he was originally advised that these 

documents would be returned to him but he does not know when 
this will occur. 

Los Angeles will maintain contact with 
office and will forward the documents to the Bureau when they 
become available. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

mm ismciAssm f. 


Bureau (RM) 
12 - Los Angeles 

PWJ/mlh 


JgffcSO 22 JUL 2 1973 


euntirmi 


fir 
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UNITED STATES O 

n 


w 
£ 1 


RNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 
PRCMqg^sAfL. LOS ANGELES 


date: 8/30/73 



\ rr ViJiii 'wrrc 


(?) 


P 


subject: SERC-EI NIKOLAY KOTJRBAKOV, aka 
IS-R 

) 00: Los Angeles 

i^r' 


Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated 6/29/73» 
On 8/30/73 efforts were made to contact[ 


Coroner of San Bernadino County, San Bernardino, California 
in order to obtain the documents vrtiich were in Subject’s 
nnaaBssion at the time of his death* ^hen last contacted, 
[advised that these documents were still maintained^ 
at the Internal Securi ty Sub committee in Washington, D.C. 

It was determined that I |wa ? not . avai lable due to illness 

■ -♦to l i advised that aftep 


checking with[ 


1 Ass istant; 

secretary. 


he determined that the 


above docunients have not yet been returned from Washington 
D.C* 

^os Angeles will maintain contact with the 
San Bernadino County Coroner’s Office and will forward 
the documents to the Bureau when they become available* 


All 
HEREIN. 
OAT 


INFORMATION CWKMNEO 




% 


% SEP 5 1973 


Bureau (RM) 
Los Angeles 
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UNITED STATES GCgKilNMENT 

Memorandum 



<o 


(p) 


subject: sERC-SI NIKOLAY KOTJRDAKOV, aka 
IS-Ft 

00? Los Angeles 



bate: 11/1/73 


b7E 


Re Los Angeles le tter to Bureau dated 8/JO/73* 


On instant date efforts were made to contact^ 
Coroner of San Bernadino County^ San Bernactino, 

California in order to obtain the documents which viere 

q H- -hVio -Hiirift of his death® 

that 


m the -possession 

1 


_ 1 - 1 

worn a oe 

1 


A.ssistant to| 
out of the 


office 


aaviseci 

until the following 


documents have not yet been returned from Washington^ B»C 


Los Angeles will maintain contact with the 
above office and will forward the documents to une 
Bureau when they become available 0 


b6 

b7C 
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(2Bureau (Rli) 
2 « Los Angeles 


PVJj/pwj 




Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Flan 


b7E 






OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES GO^JJKnMENT 

Memorandum 



* 

date: 12/14/7 3 



SERGEI.NIKOLAY ^KOURDAKOV, aka 
IS - R 

00: Los Angeles 


Re Los Angeles letter to the Bureau dated 11/1/73. 

On 12/12/73, Deputy Coroner, San 

Bernardino County, San Bernardino, California, was contacted 
and he stated that to his knowledge the documents which were 
in the possession of subject at the time of his death have 
not yet been returned from Washington, D. C. 


Los Angeles will maintain contact with the above 
coroner's office in order to obtain the documents for for¬ 
warding to the Bureau when they are made available. 




f - Bureau (RM) 
- Los Angeles 



PWJ/JEB 

^ 01^211973 
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DIRECTOR. FLJ 


date: 1/31/74 


SAC, LOS ANGELES 


(C) 


O 


object: SERGEI NIKOLAY KOURDAKOV, aka 
IS-R 

00: Los Angeles 


; 


All INFORMATI 
HEREII 
OATI 




Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated 12/14/73 


On 1/31/71 


Deputy Coroner, 

San Bei'nadlno County, San Bernadino, California advised 
that the papers which were in the possession of Subject 
at the time of his death have not yet been returned from 
Washington, D c C, 

A review of instant file shows that contact has 
been maintained with"the San Bernadino County Coroner’s 
Office since May, 1S73 regarding the return of the above 
papers from the Inter nal Securit y Subcommittee in Wash¬ 
ington. D*C« Goroner| |of San Bernadino has advis 

that he has no Vrynwii-origg aa rn -T,?he>n - rKo-ca -p-apers will be 

has previously advised that 

_ THURM OND ’ s Subcommittee 

on Internal Security advised him | | that these papers 

of the Subject dealt with a story the Subject was writing 
at the time of his death, and contained no information of 
an -.internal security'nature. 

Inasmuch as there is no projected date for the 
return of these papers and since no additional information 
has been received indicating that these'papers are of an 
intelligence interest, Los Angeles does not feel that 
further efforts to obtain these papers are warranted* 
Accordingly, this matter is being placed in closed status 
UACB, 


returned to his o ffice, ,_,_ 

]of Senator STR0> 


REC- 3 S 
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FEB 4 1974 


J. 

<D- Bureau <RM) 
1 - Los Angeles 
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